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In the Spirit of Community

November 2024 was the last time Cape 

Elizabeth considered a proposal for renovat-

ing local schools, and constructing a new 

middle school.  On that day, 6730 Capers 

voted one way or the other on the question.  

The proposal was defeated by 166 votes, or 

2 percent of the votes cast.  Of the Cape resi-

dents who cast a ballot that day, 213 chose to 

skip the question on schools.

The Cape Elizabeth Town Council has 

added a referendum question for a June 10 

vote about a new proposal for the schools 

project.  The architectural fi rm, Harriman 

Associates, made changes to the plan voters 

narrowly rejected last year.  

In November 2024, the question narrow-

ly rejected by voters was whether or not to 

approve expenditures of up to $94,700,000, 

plus Bond Premium and Investment Earn-

ings, for a new middle school and for other 

building repairs and renovations and safety 

upgrades to Pond Cove Elementary School 

and Cape Elizabeth High School, and the 

1934 building on the Cape Elizabeth Middle 

School campus, and authorizing issuance of 

the Town’s General Obligation Bonds.

This June, voters will be asked to autho-

rize expenditures of up to $86,499,993, plus 

Bond Premium and Investment Earnings, 

for a critically needed new middle school 

and for other critically needed building re-

pairs and renovations and safety upgrades 

to Pond Cove Elementary School and autho-

rizing issuance of the Town’s General Ob-

ligation Bonds. This is $8.2 million dollars 

less than was proposed last November.

A comparison between the previous 

proposal and the new proposal was put to-

gether by Lisa Sawin of Harriman Archi-

tects.  Here are the diff erences between the 

old proposal and the new plan up for a vote 

in June:

1934 building: What was proposed in 

November for the 1934 building has been 

“removed from scope” in the new plan.  Sys-

tems will be disconnected from the exist-

ing Cape Elizabeth Middle School building. 

The 1934 building will be made watertight 

at any openings created in the building by 

disconnecting physically from the middle 

school. The ultimate use of the 1934 build-

ing will be determined by the Cape Eliza-

beth Town Council.

Backup heat: This, too, has been re-

moved from the scope of the project. An 

alternative to backup heat is to have vari-

able refrigerant fl ow, or VRF, attic stack 

equipment on hand in event of an equip-

ment issue.  This would eliminate lead time 

for equipment replacement. The all-electric 

heating system in the proposal is designed 

to operate to -10 degrees.

Plan effi  ciencies have been identifi ed for 

the middle school: For example, some re-

duction in square footage from the previous 

plan.   Such as, but not limited to, space in 

the cafeteria, corridors, and other spaces.

• Locker rooms: Reduced in size.

• Pond Cove Elementary School STEM 
addition: A new addition for STEM has 

been removed from the new proposal. 

STEM stands for Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Mathematics.

o The STEM space will instead be relo-

cated to where the Nurse and World Lan-

guage/ESL conference space previously 

was in the design. This accommodates this 

STEM program space without an addition 

to the building.

• Addressing some items with Facilities 
funds (CIP/Repair/Maintenance Budget):

o These items at Cape Elizabeth High 

School and Pond Cove Elementary School 

can begin to be addressed right away after a 

successful referendum, instead of having to 

prioritize other items that will be resolved 

with a new Cape Elizabeth Middle School.

o Historically, the Facilities Department 

Cape Fest, formally known as Family 

Fun Day, is scheduled for June 7, and will 

once again be held at Fort Williams Park.

The planning committee is calling out to 

all non-profi ts and clubs in Cape Elizabeth.  

They are off ering FREE space, 15 feet wide, 

along the road below the gazebo for any 

club or group that wants to participate and 

raise money for their cause. It’s a fantastic 

opportunity to showcase a group and bring 

in much-needed funds.

They said that Cape Fest is “going to be 

an unforgettable event! The festivities kick 

off  with a parade, followed by a fun-fi lled 

afternoon of games, activities, and delicious 

food from local vendors.”

The planning committee has suggestions 

for what clubs and nonprofi t organizations 

might do with the free spaces, such as:

• Refreshing treats: lemonade stand, snow 

cones or cotton candy

• Sweet treats: bake sale, cake or cupcake 

walk

• Games and fun: giant Jenga, ring toss, 

plinko, spin the wheel, paint rocks or a pho-

to booth with props

• Unique vendors: partner with a local 

business to sell their products and split the 

profi ts

• Treasure hunt: host a tag sale or craft fair

The planning committee said they hope 

to make the event a huge success, and 

they’re counting on community participa-

tion.  

Sarah Gagne of the planning committee 

said, “Don’t miss out on this amazing op-

portunity to promote your group and raise 

some funds. Reach out to me for more de-

tails, and let’s make this event exciting for 

our town!”

Those interested can contact Gagne at 

sarahcgagne@gmail.com.

On April 3, Cape Elizabeth High 

School teacher Lisa Melanson’s senior 

Composition class visited the IDEXX lab 

in Westbrook to participate in the Junior 

Achievement Titan business challenge. 

The Titan challenge is an online busi-

ness simulation that gives high schoolers 

the chance to see what running a business 

could look like. The students competed 

against teams from over 25 high schools 

all across Maine, and the winning team 

was awarded a $1,000 scholarship. This 

competition was the largest in over 15 

years of Titan challenges in Maine. 

In getting ready for the JA Titan Chal-

lenge, the class split into selective groups 

and played many practice rounds with 

Jessica Gilman, a community volunteer, 

helping out. The online challenge-game 

had several diff erent simulations, where 

teams received varying amounts of mon-

ey, and time to complete the round. 

The students practiced for four weeks 

in advance of the competition. The class 

learned the four components of business: 

production, marketing, research and de-

velopment, and corporate social respon-

sibilities. Cape entered fi ve teams in the 

CEHS seniors participate in JA 
Titan Challenge Adventure
By Trevor Brame, Elizabeth Wilk, 
Mia Arvelo

Photo by Lauren Tarantino

Cape Elizabeth High School seniors visited the IDEXX lab in Westbrook to participate 
in the Junior Achievement Titan business challenge, which is an online business simulation 
that gives high schoolers the chance to see what running a business could look like. The 
students were members of CEHS English teacher Dr. Lisa Melanson’s Composition class.

-see CHALLENGE page 10

Cape Fest, scheduled for June 7, 
calling all clubs and nonprofi ts
By Kevin St. Jarre

How is the new school proposal 
diff erent from last year’s vote?
By Kevin St. Jarre

-see PROPOSAL page 10

One of the changes for voters to consider on June 10, compared to what was voted on in 
November 2024, is that in the new proposal for school construction and renovation in Cape 
Elizabeth has the 1934 building “removed from scope.”  The ultimate purpose and use of 
that building will be determined by the Cape Elizabeth Town Council.

Photo by Kevin St. Jarre
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L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 

LOCAL COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER

Joyce Rivers

Heidi Howard
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As a child, I attended a crumbling mid-

dle school. The dim, oppressive environ-

ment made me feel invisible. The building 

seemed to say, “your education, your time 

spent here, isn’t important.” This was in 

stark contrast to the brand new elementary 

school I’d attended the year before, which 

was spacious, bright, and joy-fi lled. 

That crumbling school was 45 years old 

and soon to be demolished. This memo-

ry comes back to me every time I look at 

CEMS, parts of which are over 90 years 

old. We’ve been debating solutions for our 

outdated schools since 1993 — over three 

decades! Now, we have the information, the 

plan, and the opportunity to act. 

Some folks talk about renovating in-

stead. But renovation options explored by 

the SBAC were nearly as expensive as new 

construction and still wouldn’t get rid of that 

sinking feeling you get when you walk into 

CEMS. 

No one loves spending money, but I’d 

prefer a more lasting investment—one 

that resets the clock for 50 years instead of 

patching things up for another 15. 

Yes, taxes will go up — but gradually 

over seven years, not all at once as some 

fear. Waiting until November to vote would 

add $1M in additional costs, further delay-

ing the progress our students and teachers 

deserve. 

Spaces matter. They tell our students and 

teachers how much we value them. New, 

bright, and spacious buildings convey that 

their education is worth prioritizing. This 

June, let’s send the right message—one of 

support, value and vision for the future.

Lauren Abrami

Whether you bought, built, or rented a 

home, you probably started with a list of 

things you believed to be needed. It is also 

likely that layout/design, practicality, and 

COSTS kept you from fulfi lling all on your 

wish list – NEEDS must be PRIORITIZED. 

The school project is no diff erent and ev-

eryone had opinions on what “needed” was. 

When cost and scope plans were adjusted, 

the most seemingly CRITICALLY NEED-

ED items were again reviewed and identi-

fi ed in PRIORITY order. Several items 

were deemed as being able to wait just a bit 

– still very important but moved to an alter-

nate funding plan which has been carefully 

considered by the school board and facili-

ties team. 

Many districts rely on referendums to ad-

dress their most signifi cant infrastructure 

needs, but not all maintenance should be de-

ferred to a public vote. Many projects could 

be handled within the district’s CIP/Repair/

Maintenance Budget. Items like paint-

ing and fl ooring could even be completed 

(room by room) over time allowing use of 

available funds from this budget to address 

the next highest PRIORITY fi rst, like HS 

HVAC or roof. 

The school board is not hiding or deceiv-

ing the public on the additional $15m in 

repairs, as some suggest. Rather, they have 

thoroughly reviewed, cost analyzed and 

prioritized the NEEDS list. As discussed in 

repeated public presentations/forums, this 

minimizes the bond tax burden and dem-

onstrates a PLAN to address NEEDS at all 

three schools. 

I will vote YES on the school referendum 

in June.   

Gayle Schmidt

Thank you to the School Board and 

Town Council for sending the critically 

needed new middle school project to the 

ballot in June. The School Board worked 

diligently with the experts at Harriman to 

further refi ne the project scope and design. I 

believe they successfully balanced the edu-

cational and safety needs of our communi-

ty’s youngest members with the need to re-

duce the project cost to give Cape taxpayers 

a well researched, long lasting investment 

in their town and community. The School 

Board has managed to cut $30 million dol-

lars in cost since the 2022 bond, and the 

tax impact - spread out over 8 years, never 

rises above $154-a-year for a home valued 

at $500,000.

As senior citizens, we believe it is imper-

ative that we support the next generation of 

students and give them a building that not 

only supports, but enhances their educa-

tion and prepares them for a bright future. 

A building fi lled with daylight and modern 

amenities that shows them that they matter. 

We will proudly be voting yes on the ballot 

in June, and hope that you join us in sup-

porting this critical investment in our com-

munity. 

I would also like to thank the Town 

Council for expanding tax relief for senior 

citizens. I know many voters are worried 

about the cost of bonding school projects. 

This tax relief provides assistance to those 

who need it. I encourage my fellow citizens 

to learn more about Cape’s tax relief pro-

gram if they are interested.

Colleen Graves

If you would like to announce your post 

graduate plans: The Cape Courier tradition-

ally publishes post-graduate plans, college, 

travel or work plans, for Cape Elizabeth 

graduating seniors, either from CEHS or an-

other high school. This information must be 

submitted by students or parents. 

Please submit plans, including student 

and parent’s names, and the college or activ-

ity, and location,  to Debbie Butterworth at 

dbutterw72@gmail.com by May 31.

‘Spaces matter’

Proudly ‘voting yes’

‘Needs must be 
prioritized’

Post grad plans

-see more LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR on page 5
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UNFUNDED 
UNSUSTAINABLE 
UNAFFORDABLE
        

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE PROPOSED $86.5 MILLION SCHOOL BOND?
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A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE: THE “THREE SCHOOL SOLUTION”

�� ?�4����� ��������7
�: Funding 100% of critical investments at 

Pond Cove, the Middle School, and the High School, securing 

town budgets and tax certainty for the long-term.

�� ��	7�
�;����)�)���7)�(���: Ensures teacher and staff salaries and 

student needs come first—not emergency repair bills.
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���������������. Reduces the 

immediate tax increase by ~33% and avoids future tax increases 

for CIP investments compared to the School Board Plan.

�� .�����;�����)���������)�����: requires 2 to 3 portable class-

rooms.

�� :)�
��� �-&���� �')	��� ����� ��� ��%� ������)�����, including a 

new 6th, 7th, and 8th grade wing, secure entrances, new dedi-

cated cafeterias for both the Middle School and Pond Cove, and 

dedicated state-of-the-art learning and performing arts spaces. 

New construction, not renovation.
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nected to heat, water electricity, and sewer.
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including the “Three School Solution.”
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ZERO DOLLARS FOR HIGH SCHOOL,
DEFERS CRITICAL POND COVE NEEDS 

 
PUTS TEACHER AND STAFF 

POSITIONS AT RISK IN NEAR TERM 
 

THERE ARE FAR BETTER OPTIONS
VOTE NO ON JUNE 10! 
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Got a story 
to share? 
Email us!

editor@capecourier .com

Much of my legislative work is dedicated 

to ensuring access to justice for all people in 

Maine. Access to justice includes strength-

ening the right to representation by a lawyer 

in a criminal trial even if you cannot aff ord 

to pay for one yourself, as guaranteed by the 

Sixth Amendment.

Maine has made good, bipartisan prog-

ress in recent years to rebuild our system 

for providing representation for all criminal 

defendants who cannot aff ord a lawyer. This 

includes the creation of a dedicated public 

defender system: the Maine Commission on 

Public Defense Services. While public de-

fender offi  ces have been established to serve 

four of Maine’s seven prosecutorial districts, 

many incarcerated defendants in Maine still 

remain unrepresented. 

The persistent lack of representation for 

these clients led the ACLU of Maine to 

sue the state in 2022. Last month, Kenne-

bec County Superior Court Justice Micaela 

Murphy ruled that the state was failing to 

fulfi ll defendants’ Sixth Amendment rights 

and that a series of hearings would take 

place to determine whether unrepresented 

detainees would be released starting in 

April. Additionally, the order asserted that 

charges could be dropped against defen-

dants who went without representation for 

more than 60 days.

This ruling alarmed many in our state, 

including my colleagues on the Judiciary 

Committee and myself. Releasing people 

accused of violent crimes and dismissing 

the charges against them poses a public 

safety concern for communities through-

out Maine. With continued urgency, we re-

sumed our work on the diffi  cult challenge 

of providing representation to all who need 

it in light of the limited resources available.

Our vehicle for this was LD 1101, “An 

Act to Address the Limited Availability of 

Counsel in Courts to Represent Indigent 

Parties in Matters Aff ecting Their Fun-

damental Rights,” which I sponsored and 

worked on with the Judiciary Committee. 

This bill, if it becomes law, will create fi ve 

new public defender positions to help rep-

resent the incarcerated defendants who do 

not yet have attorneys. It also relaxes some 

of the requirements for private attorneys 

who wish to serve as court-appointed coun-

sel to represent individuals who cannot af-

ford a lawyer. This short-term provision is 

intended to help the public defense system 

in working through the immediate need for 

representation. 

LD 1101 gives Maine’s public defender 

system the additional resources it desperate-

ly needs to comply with Justice Murphy’s 

order in a way that provides eff ective rep-

resentation to the defendants and protects 

public safety. The resources in this bill also 

ensure representation of parents in child 

protection cases who have a Sixth Amend-

ment right to an attorney.

We passed this bill in the House and the 

Senate with strong, bipartisan support, and 

it is now on the Governor’s desk. I am hope-

ful that she will sign this important legisla-

tion so it can become law immediately. 

You can sign up for my biweekly e-

newsletter at mainesenate.org. You can also 

reach out to me at Anne.Carney@legisla-

ture.maine.gov or call my Senate offi  ce at 

207-287-1515 if you have questions about 

LD 1101 or anything else in state govern-

ment.

Are you interested in meeting new people 

and making a diff erence in the community? 

The Cape Elizabeth Land Trust is looking 

for people to help preserve and care for spe-

cial places in Cape Elizabeth, and to help 

connect the community with those places. 

You can help CELT maintain local walking 

and biking trails, remove invasive species, 

support conservation eff orts, be a part of 

our educational programs in the schools and 

community, act as a land trust ambassador 

and attract new members, help with fund-

raising and special events, and more.   

CELT has volunteer opportunities that 

could be right for you. We have Committee 

and Board of Director openings in – Stew-

ardship – Education – Community Outreach 

and Fundraising –Finance – Governance.                  

For Board of Director positions, we are 

looking particularly for individuals with in-

terest and experience in the areas of Land 

Conservation, Non-Profi t Governance or 

Development.  We are seeking to be as di-

verse and inclusive a Board as possible. For 

more information about our committees 

and the CELT Board of Directors, please 

contact the CELT offi  ce at caitlin@cape-

landtrust.org or 207-767-6054. 

The legislative session is well under-

way, and I am so proud of the work that my 

colleagues and I are doing in the House of 

Representatives. Up to this point, the most 

important measure that has passed through 

the House is LD 609, which is the state’s 

continuing services budget. Its intent is 

to ensure the continuation of current state 

services and is set to distribute over $11.32 

billion from Maine’s General Fund over the 

next two years.

Over the past several months, communi-

ties across the state, including right here in 

Cape Elizabeth, have called on lawmakers 

to provide predictability and stability. Dur-

ing this tense and uncertain political climate, 

the budget provided a way for lawmakers to 

provide the people of Maine with a respon-

sible, governing budget. It contains a wide 

variety of initiatives, but fi rst, I want to be 

clear: It does not contain any new taxes or 

spending cuts to essential programs. What 

it does do is prevent a potential state gov-

ernment shutdown this summer, which we 

would have been forced to grapple with had 

we not been able to get this measure over the 

fi nish line before the end of March.

The intent of this budget is to fulfi ll the 

state government’s commitment to towns 

across Maine. Since starting this role, I have 

had the opportunity to meet with so many 

of you to discuss the issues that matter most 

to our community. What I hear most is that 

folks are struggling with the rising cost of 

property taxes. The continuing services 

budget helps to mitigate increases in prop-

erty taxes by maintaining municipal rev-

enue sharing at 5%. Without this funding, 

the costs for local services would fall even 

more directly on residents across the state, 

including right here in Cape Elizabeth.

Moreover, this budget provides essential 

support for families. First, it ensures that 

our state’s public K-12 schools can continue 

to provide breakfasts and lunch for all stu-

dents. When our students are able to focus 

on what is going on in the classroom rather 

than worrying about where their next meal 

will come from, it leads to better learning 

outcomes. When Maine kids are given the 

resources they need to focus on their stud-

ies, we all thrive. Additionally, this budget 

will maintain funding for childcare provid-

ers throughout the state – our workforce be-

hind the workforce – providing some ease of 

mind for parents who rely on those profes-

sionals and their services.

This budget represents just the beginning 

of the work that will come before the House. 

In the coming weeks, the Legislature is set 

to consider additional legislation regarding 

budgetary items and other major policy pri-

orities. While I cannot predict the outcome 

of those votes, know that I remain commit-

ted to passing measures that support fami-

lies in Cape Elizabeth and across the state.

Please feel free to contact me at michelle.

boyer@legislature.maine.gov with any 

questions or concerns you may have. I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

Representative Michelle Boyer is serving 
her fi rst term in Maine House representing 
Cape Elizabeth. She sits on the Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Health Coverage, Insur-
ance and Financial Services. 

Judy’s Pantry operates at the Cape Eliza-

beth Methodist Church on the second and 

fourth Tuesdays of each month from 3 – 

4:30 p.m. 

Prior registration is necessary. Recent 

eligibility guidelines for visiting Judy’s Pan-

try have eased. 

Please contact Beth Owens: bethow-

ens1@gmail. com. Please consider a non-

perishable donation to the IGA drop box.

Chicken Dinners:
May 17, 5:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Fulfi lling Mainers’ Sixth Amendment 
right and protecting public safety
By Sen. Anne Carney

Upcoming Lions Club 
community dinners

Judy’s Pantry - a 
community feeding 
itself

A budget that provides stability 
and predictability
By Rep. Michelle Boyer

CELT is looking for new 
committee and board members
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Real Estate

Kathleen O. Pierce
Vice President

 Real Estate Advisor
207.232.4030

kpierce@advisorsliving.com

THGD specializes in fine gardening and landscape care, ensuring 
your garden thrives year-round. Our services include:

• Soil Testing with Amendment Recommendations –        

  Optimize plant health and growth

• Garden Design & Installation – Utilizing native plants for      

   sustainable, resilient landscapes

• Rejuvenation & Rehab Projects – Restore and enhance existing         

  gardens

Contact us to keep your garden 
looking its best.

207.807.7206
capedogwalking.com

BONDED + INSURED

I was dismayed to see an attack on Town 

Councilor Stephanie Anderson in the April 

9 edition of this paper. In recent years, with 

partisan endorsements, by both sides,  and 

attacks such as this one, Cape Elizabeth 

town government has gone the way of 

Washington, with an inability to respect 

each other and to work together for the good 

of the town, despite diff erences of opinion. 

This letter was more of the same.

I have known Stephanie Anderson for 

many years as a dedicated and eff ective 

District Attorney, with signifi cant accom-

plishments, including starting the fi rst Drug 

Court in Maine and several innovative re-

storative justice programs. She brought 

this same dedication and eff ectiveness to 

the Town Council. In her short town coun-

cil tenure she has already proposed and 

successfully led the council to expand the 

senior tax credit. She  initiated the current 

eff ort to identify barriers to small business, 

with the aim of making the town more busi-

ness friendly.  She wrote the code of eth-

ics,  recently adopted unanimously by the 

council. More importantly she listens to her 

constituents and tries to solve problems big 

and small. There is nothing she won’t do 

to improve the lives of Cape citizens. I am 

grateful that she is serving our town. 

Mary Ann Lynch

As an 18-year-old voting for the fi rst time 

in the upcoming June referendum, I’m very 

happy that it includes the opportunity to 

vote on the construction of a new school. 

Having spent my educational years in out-

dated, crowded buildings, I’ve seen fi rst-

hand how it aff ects our learning environ-

ment. Leaky roofs, cramped spaces, and a 

confusing layout were constant challenges 

in the Pond Cove and Middle School. Buck-

ets were regularly placed to catch leaks, and 

the overcrowded cafetorium was used for 

multiple activities, creating constant noise 

and distraction. These conditions were not 

just uncomfortable but hindered our ability 

to learn.  

A new, modern school would provide a 

safe, inspiring space for students to thrive. 

This is about creating an environment that 

supports our potential and ensures better 

security for future generations. We deserve 

a space where we can take pride in our edu-

cation and one built with the technology of 

today. Not with those of the 30s, 50s, 60s 

or 90s.

I am excited to cast my vote for a new 

school and urge others to join me in advo-

cating for this crucial change. Please join 

me in fi ghting for the future of Cape Eliza-

beth in voting yes on the newest school proj-

ect (the 3rd rendition) on the June ballot. 

Meghan Tennyson CEHS Class of 
2025

I was surprised to learn that within days 

of the rejection of the last school bond refer-

endum, that the school superintendent signed 

a new contract with Harriman Architects 

in support of the same REJECTED project. 

I expected that after the rejection of a 12% 

tax increase, that the School Board would 

consider other more acceptable alternatives. 

I was naive.

Instead, the new contract made clear that 

the same rejected project would be put out to 

the voters for a “TDB 2025 referendum.” The 

school department has  agreed to pay Harri-

man another $58,000 for, among other things, 

8 newspaper ads and 8 fl yers for political 

advertising.  That money should be used for 

teacher’s supplies and student needs, not po-

litical advertising.

Last year, the school board spent thou-

sands of tax dollars  on political advertising. 

And here we go again, our tax dollars are 

being used against us, despite two failed at-

tempts at the polls. This is scandalous. I am 

voting “No.”

Nancy Martins

I’m writing in response to Chris A. Gor-

ski’s letter in last month’s Courier, regard-

ing Councilor Stephanie Anderson’s prior 

involvement with the Cape Neighbors Al-

liance. I served on the Town Council with 

Stephanie. She has very publicly disclosed 

her brief role in the grassroots group of 

Cape Citizens.

That said, I feel compelled to point out 

the obvious: if Mr. Gorski’s questions were 

genuinely motivated by curiosity rather 

than politics, he could have simply emailed 

Councilor Anderson. Given the recent wave 

of “doxxing” and public shaming on social 

media and elsewhere, it’s hard to believe 

that transparency was his true goal. The let-

ter reads more like a thinly veiled attempt to 

shame and silence.

And I fully understand that not everyone 

in our community welcomes diff ering view-

points. That was evident when Mr. Gorski 

made a loud and disruptive exit from a re-

cent town meeting while a woman he dis-

agreed with was speaking during public 

comment.

This vocal minority, unwilling to re-

spectfully disagree, has taken our town 

down a divisive and unfortunate path—one 

that’s become an embarrassment for Cape 

Elizabeth.

It’s entirely reasonable to suggest a more 

aff ordable school project that preserves the 

Middle School gym and library. It’s also 

reasonable to raise awareness about the real 

impacts ordinance changes will have on our 

town. Period.

As a former Councilor and lifelong Cape 

resident, I can assure you that most Council-

ors—and most Cape residents—welcome a 

diversity of voices in our community. 

Don’t let the shamers win. Speak up. 

We’re better for it.

Susan Gillis 

Registration is now open for incoming 

kindergarten students who will matricu-

late at Pond Cove Elementary School dur-

ing the 2025-2026 school year. 

To attend kindergarten at Pond Cove, 

children must be fi ve years old on or 

before October 15, 2025. Registration 

is required before a child may attend 

school and participate in the kindergarten 

screening process. 

How to Register 
The registration process has two steps, 

outlined below. All forms and documents 

must be submitted online through a Pow-

erSchool account for which you will reg-

ister. 

Step 1: Pre-Registration.

To begin the registration process, fol-

low the directions below. Please note: this 

step is pre-registration only.

● Visit the Cape Elizabeth District 

website at: https://www.cape.k12.me.us/ 

● Click “Enroll” on the right side of the 

site 

● You will enter demographic, house-

hold, and grade level prompts. 

Step 2: Full Registration and Submis-

sion of Required Documentation.

The pre-registration information will 

be reviewed and approved by the school, 

after which, you will receive an automat-

ed email guiding you to create a Power-

School account and complete the full en-

rollment process. (Be sure to check your 

spam/junk box for this). Once all forms 

are complete, you must upload the follow-

ing required documentation: 

● Child’s birth certifi cate 

● Proof of immunizations 

● Proof of residency

 

Need Help? 
If you need assistance, contact the 

Pond Cove main offi  ce: 

● Email: pcoffi  ce@capeelizabeth-

schools.org 

● Phone: 207-799-7339.

‘Excited to cast my vote’

‘Letter was more of the same’

Registration open for kindergarten

‘Don’t let the shamers win’

‘This is scandalous’

I am wondering if residents and visi-

tors are aware that the trees on Shore Road 

marked with orange are set to be “trimmed 

or cut down” as reported by the head of pub-

lic works. 

This will be done by CMP.  How much 

money does CMP get per cut??? Also, not 

only will this injure and kill trees but also 

the wildlife spring nesting. Are you okay 

with this? 

Susannah Harnden

‘Are you okay with this?’
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Congratulations to Maine state high school champions 56F (Ayden Diamond 
and Brendan Oakley), 56S (Jonah Chang, Hudson Charlebois, Noah Scott and 
Finn Zwintscher) and Maine state middle school champions 56K (Ben Foley, 

Elliot Hughes, Bennett Kang, Alex Markott and Patrick Rolfe) on winning 
spots at the VEX Robotics World Championship in Dallas,Texas, where they 
will be standing along side and competing with and against other students 
from all over the world.  Our students will be representing Cape Elizabeth 

and the great state of Maine at the “Olympics for Robotics”!!!

Help Support Cape Elizabeth Robotics at 
Vex Robotics World Championship!

Dallas,Texas
May 5th-May 11th

This is such a proud moment for the 
team heading to worlds. We are asking 
our community here in Cape Elizabeth 

to stand behind these future engineers, 
scientists, innovators, designers, to 

support them in getting to the event of 
a lifetime where they will work on team 
building with other nations across the 

globe!!!

Checks can be made out to:                                                
Cape Robotics Boosters

Cape Elizabeth High School
345 Ocean House Road

Cape Elizabeth, me 04107

Thank you for your support!!!

Despite the spring thaw, the dedicated 

volunteers of the Cape Arena Group (CCAG) 

are far from idle, diligently laying the ground-

work for their highly anticipated fourth sea-

son at the beloved Gull Crest ice rink.

The past winter proved to be another re-

sounding triumph for the community hub, 

aff ectionately known as the “Cape Rink.” 

Clocking in at over 600 hours of ice time, 

with an impressive 320+ hours off ered free to 

the public, the rink buzzed with enthusiastic 

skaters from across the greater Portland area.

Since its inception in 2021 as a non-profi t 

organization, the 15-member volunteer Board 

of CCAG has cultivated a true landmark in 

Cape Elizabeth – a space that has quickly 

become an integral part of the community 

fabric. “Every year presents its own set of 

challenges and opportunities for growth, but I 

continue to be amazed by the positive impact 

this space has on our community,” shared Ju-

lie Furt, Chair of CCAG. “It provides a vital 

outlet for our kids to exercise and enjoy the 

fresh air, and of course, a chance for adults to 

enjoy some time on the ice as well. I cannot 

emphasize enough that none of this would be 

possible without the unwavering support of 

our incredible volunteers and generous spon-

sors. They are the very foundation of our abil-

ity to operate.”

From the outset, the aim has been consis-

tent: to off er a recreational haven for all ages 

to appreciate Maine’s stunning natural envi-

ronment. “And I believe we’ve achieved that,” 

stated Jack Lombard, a lifelong resident of 

Cape Elizabeth. “Our focus is on continuous 

improvement, beginning with the ice quality. 

We dedicated ourselves to creating and main-

taining a superior ice surface this year, and 

I’m confi dent in the result.”

The “Cape Rink” once again served as a 

vibrant center for numerous community pro-

grams and events throughout the season. Hun-

dreds of skaters eagerly participated in popu-

lar initiatives such as Learn to Skate, Learn 

to Play, Pond Hockey Tournaments, Ladies 

Pond Hockey, the Espinal Youth Hockey 

Program, the Cape Hockey Club, and the 

spirited 60+ Pond Hockey league. “I had an 

absolute blast this year! After spending much 

of my playing days on the bench, getting this 

much ice time was a fantastic change of pace,” 

chuckled Pat Butsch, Hockey Programs Chair. 

Birthday parties also proved to be a major hit, 

off ering young celebrants exclusive access to 

the ice and a private tent area. “I defi nitely 

want to do this again for my eighth birthday!” 

exclaimed a delighted Max Jackson.

Beyond the regular programs, special 

events like Skate with Santa, the dazzling 

Sparkle Skate on New Year’s Eve, and the an-

nual end-of-season Rink Fest played a crucial 

role in raising awareness for the project and 

celebrating the remarkable progress achieved 

thus far. “We are thrilled to be a central point 

for winter activity in Cape Elizabeth, and 

the consistent turnout clearly demonstrates 

our community’s desire for this to become 

a permanent fi xture,” stated Whitney Liston, 

Fundraising and Events Chair. “Every time 

we see a full parking lot and a bustling rink, 

we feel even closer to realizing that long-term 

vision.”

And that vision is steadily gaining momen-

tum. Last November, CCAG hosted its inau-

gural “Miami Vice for the Ice” gala fundrais-

er at Purpoodock, a key event in their “Raise 

the Roof” Capital Campaign, which garnered 

an overwhelmingly positive response. “We 

were thrilled to welcome over 200 attendees 

and raised over $35,000 through our lively 

auction – it was every bit as fun as it sounds!” 

added Liston. “These crucial funds have been 

directly deposited into our capital campaign 

account, and we are committed to building 

on this success through ongoing fundraising 

initiatives.”

Looking ahead, the primary capital focus 

during this off season remains the acquisition 

of a permanent ice chiller. “While our prelim-

inary design plans encompass a roof, slab, and 

various amenities, securing a reliable chiller 

is our immediate priority,” explained Mike 

Backman, Operations Chair. “We understand 

everyone’s desire for a roof, and it’s certainly 

part of our long-term plan. However, invest-

ing in our own chiller makes the most sound 

fi nancial sense, as we currently incur $4,000 

per week in leasing costs, not to mention the 

signifi cant expense of $10,000 for transporta-

tion at the beginning and end of each season.”

“It continues to be an incredibly reward-

ing project to be involved in. We learn and 

improve with each passing year, and we are 

deeply grateful for the dedication and support 

of everyone involved, including the town and 

the members of the Town Council,” conclud-

ed Furt. “If you share our passion for the rink 

and want to see it become a lasting reality for 

Cape Elizabeth, please don’t hesitate to reach 

out. We are always in need of an extra set of 

hands and enthusiastic volunteers!”

For more information on how to get in-

volved, please email info@capearena.org.

Cape Arena Group keeps the momentum going 

Photo by Pat Butsch

Photo by Mike Backman

The planned design for the future “Cape Rink.”

A Youth Learn to Play Hockey team from this year’s season.

By Crosley Jackson
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What is the Cape Neighbors Alliance?
We are a grassroots group of Cape citizens who believe that good governance happens when our community is heard, our government's processes are transparent, and personal
agendas are set aside. We intend to stand with our neighbors and our community to ensure this vision becomes reality.

CAPE NEIGHBORS
April 25, 2025 Edition

CAPE ELIZABETH SCHOOL BUILDING
UPDATE

(continued from previous column)

Supporters of this pragmatic alternative believe it offers a rare opportunity for
community consensus—creating an exceptional educational environment without
placing undue financial strain on Cape’s seniors or its many cost-burdened families.
They argue that, compared to a full teardown and rebuild, this approach
would result in a better-designed, more functional, and more inspiring
Middle School—while also delivering tens of millions in property tax relief.

By preserving well-built, durable structures—many of which are only 30 years old—
Cape can avoid unnecessary demolition, minimize disruption, and invest in a
smarter, more sustainable solution for students today and in the years ahead.

JUNE 10 ELECTION UPDATE:
CAPE’S CRITICAL MOMENT APPROACHES
Despite citizen concerns over historical low voter turnout in June elections, the
Town Council majority voted on April 7 to send both the School Bond and the
Town Center Zoning Amendments to a June referendum.

The election will be held on Tuesday, June 10, at the High School.

Cape residents will be able to vote early at Town Hall starting Tuesday,
May 13, 2025 in the Council Chamber:

Mondays 7:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Tuesdays - Thursdays 7:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.

Requests for absentee ballots can be made now at:
www.capeelizabeth.com/ElectionsVoting

Chair Jordan (now) a No Vote on the School Referendum

At the April 7th Town Council meeting, Council Chair Penny Jordan spoke with
passion and conviction, declaring that the school bond headed to the June
referendum is simply too expensive. “I’m a no vote,” she said.

That statement, however, deserves context. A year ago now, as co-chair of Cape’s
School Building Advisory Committee (SBAC), Councilor Jordan held a similar
position on cost. But what happened immediately after she and the SBAC voted on
May 9, 2024, in favor of a more affordable, comprehensive alternative remains an
unresolved controversy in Cape Elizabeth.

Within two days of that vote, the SBAC’s work was abruptly and suspiciously shut
down. To this day, it remains unclear who disabled committee members’ access to
their shared drive and email accounts. This shutdown occurred despite the fact
that the contracts and timelines clearly stated the SBAC was to continue its work
“through referendum.” And because it was created by both the Town Council and
School Board, the SBAC could not be shut down unilaterally.

Indeed, the School Board, displeased with the SBAC’s recommendation, rejected
the committee’s proposal—dismissing countless hours of volunteer work and nearly
a million dollars invested in the process. Many weeks later, the now “poisoned”
SBAC was formally dissolved by both the School Board and Town Council.

In the months that followed, Councilor Jordan reversed her stance on cost,
endorsing the School Board’s plan for a brand-new middle school—the plan that
Cape’s voters rejected in November. Now, just six months before her expected re-
election campaign, she has flipped yet again, opposing the School Board’s bond on
the grounds that it is too expensive. What are Cape’s voters to believe?

Given the current makeup of the Town Council, her latest “no” vote was ultimately
symbolic. The bond already had the four votes needed to appear on the June ballot.

An Alternative Plan Gaining Steam

In the previous edition of The Courier, Cape Neighbors shared details of an
alternative approach that is gaining traction in the community. We believe voters
deserve to be fully informed of all options—regardless of how they intend to vote.
The new alternative, similar to the plan supported by the citizen SBAC
committee, would preserve key school facilities known to be in excellent
condition—and would save property taxpayers an estimated $42 million
compared to the June bond proposal.

Highlighted as “bright spots” during recent school tours, the Middle School’s
gymnasium, library, and art room would be preserved. Rather than
demolishing these high-quality, inspiring spaces, the new alternative focuses on
strategic investments to modernize and enhance the existing campus, including:

Transforming the poorly executed 1994 cafetorium into a state-of-the-art
performing arts center to house CEMS’s award-winning music program.

Constructing a brand-new, modern kitchen and separate cafeterias for Pond
Cove and the Middle School—easing congestion and improving lunch
scheduling.

Relocating grades 6–8 from the aging 1934 building and the 1994 connector
wing into a new classroom wing designed for 21st-century learning.

Repurposing the 1994 connector wing to house world language, special
education, and gifted and talented programs.

Building new school entryways, relocating administrative and nursing offices,
and improving campus safety and traffic flow.

Fully funding all essential repairs and upgrades at all three schools—with no
hidden CIP taxes or deferred maintenance.

(continued, next column)

TOWN CENTER ZONING AMENDMENTS

Despite overwhelming community concern — and the rejection of similar proposals
just over two years ago — the Town Council recently passed a revived set of
sweeping Town Center Zoning Amendments. These are the same types of
changes that voters defeated at the ballot box in 2022, following a citizen-led
petition effort.

But once again, Cape citizens responded. Thanks to another successful petition, the
Town Council was required to put the ordinance changes on hold and send them to
a town-wide referendum. That vote is now officially scheduled for June 10.

Here’s what you need to know:

A developer has proposed a modest 55+ housing project — one that would have
required several zoning changes, similar to the earlier Dunham Court proposal,
but without any request for taxpayer subsidies.

Instead of pursuing a limited, site-specific solution through conditional zoning
— a tool recommended by the previous Council and used successfully in
Scarborough and nearly each of Cape’s neighboring towns — the Planning
Department and current Council leadership chose to revive sweeping
changes that apply to the entire Town Center district.

These amendments affect many significant properties — not just the proposed
project site — including Ocean House Farm, the Methodist Church parcel, the
former Key Bank site, land adjacent to Town Hall, and the 1934 High School
building, and others.

The amendments allow the 1934 High School building — located on the
school campus beside playgrounds and the school courtyard — to be
converted into taxpayer-subsidized housing.

The amendments eliminate first-floor non-residential requirements

The amendments raise height limits by over 40% (from 35 to 50 feet), doubles
allowed density (e.g allowing 52 units instead of 26 in the same space), and
expands building footprints by 140% (from 5,000 to 12,000 square feet).

This shift toward high-density residential development is clearly at odds
with decades of citizen surveys, the Comprehensive Plan, and consistent
public input favoring a village-style center with small, locally owned
businesses.

Town officials continue to downplay both the scope of these changes and the
community’s concerns. Cape residents have consistently expressed support for
additional housing — but not at the expense of the long-standing vision for our
Town Center.

On June 10, Cape Elizabeth voters will have the final say. We urge everyone
to stay informed, spread the word, and vote. This is about more than one project —
it’s about the character of our town. No matter how you plan to vote, your voice
deserves to be heard.

**Chart from Cape Elizabeth Town Website
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pvesc.com | 207-878-3121
739 Warren Ave.

Portland
2255 Congress St.

Portland

Portland Veterinary Emergency and Specialty Care

We provide expert specialty and emergency care
for your pet — and peace of mind for you.

Dr. Marta Agrodnia
DVM, DACVS-SAEMERGENCY COVERAGE AT WARREN AVENUE LOCATION

N E W S / P O L I C E ,  F I R E  &  R E S C U E

PUBLIC INFORMATION
3-26 An offi  cer spoke with a resident of 

the Shore Road area regarding a 
neighborhood concern.

3-26 Two offi  cers responded to a residence 
in the Ocean House Road area 
regarding a domestic disturbance.

3-28 An offi  cer responded to a residence 
in the Mitchell Road area regarding 
a bat in the bedroom. The offi  cer was 
able to capture the bat and returned to 
the station, leaving a message for the 
animal control offi  cer to transport it 
to Augusta for testing.

4-2 Two offi  cers responded to a residence 
in the Spurwink Avenue area for a 
report of a suspicious person.

4-4 An offi  cer met with a resident of 
the Fowler Road area regarding a 
trespass complaint.

SUMMONSES
3-29 Monmouth resident, speeding (44/35 

zone), Spurwink Avenue, $114

4-3 Cape Elizabeth resident, passing a 
stopped school bus, Scott Dyer Road, 
$326

4-6 Hope resident, operating vehicle 
while using hand held device, Shore 
Road, $85

JUVENILE SUMMONSES
3-25 Cape Elizabeth resident, violation 

of instruction permit, Cottage Road, 
$152

4-6 South Portland resident, violation of 
interim license, Spurwink Avenue, 
$385

ARRESTS
4-7 South Portland resident, attaching 

false license plates, operating after 
license suspension, operating after 
registration suspension, operating 
with expired temporary registration, 
outstanding warrant, Route 77.

FIRE CALLS
Fire calls: 15

EMS calls:  33

TSA Deadlines & Real ID Scams 
The deadline is coming – in fact, it’s al-

most here. Beginning May 7, 2025, airline 

passengers will need an enhanced driver’s 

license, known as Real ID, or a passport to 

board a plane. This change is based on a rec-

ommendation of the 9/11 Commission as a 

way to improve airline safety. 

But, beware, anytime there is a deadline 

there will also be scams.

Most Real ID scams will likely be phish-

ing attempts that appear to be from a legiti-

mate source, such as your state DMV or the 

federal Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS). Be wary of emails, texts or phone 

calls claiming to be from these agencies, 

or another state agency, and never click on 

links. These government offi  ces will not 

contact you about Real ID. It is an optional 

license and is up to each individual to obtain 

it on their own.

For more information about obtaining a 

Real ID, contact your state or local DMV of-

fi ce or visit dhs.gov/real-id.

2024 Fraud Totals 
Fraud reached unprecedented levels in 

2024, with a staggering $12.5 billion lost, a 

shocking increase of 25% over 2023. The 

number of reports remained stable from 

2023 to 2024, but the percentage of report-

ers who had money stolen jumped from 

27% to 38%.

Key Takeaways: Impostor scams con-

tinue to rise, with criminals impersonating 

trusted individuals, companies, or gov-

ernment agencies to deceive victims.  1 in 

5 victims of impostor scams had money 

stolen from them, with an average loss of 

about $800 per person. Many scams were 

tied to gift card purchases or cryptocur-

rency, with a total of $2.95 billion being 

stolen from consumers across the country. 

Email remained the most popular method 

for criminals to reach their victims, with 

a 25% increase in its use compared to last 

year. These numbers are shocking, but the 

true extent of fraud is likely much higher, as 

a signifi cant amount of fraud goes unreport-

ed. Last October, the FTC factored in un-

derreporting from 2023, estimating that the 

$10.4 billion in losses reported to the agency 

that year was more like $158.3 billion.

The CE Town Council voted, 5 to 2 to put a 

proposed $87 million school renovation proj-

ect on the upcoming June 10 ballot.  

If approved by voters, the project would 

call for tearing down and rebuilding the 

middle school and renovating the Pond Cove 

Elementary School.

A previous proposal, with expenditures of 

up to $94,700,000, was defeated in November 

2024. The new proposal for voters to consider 

in June would authorize expenditures of up to 

$86,499,993 for the project.   

If approved, the tax impact for Cape Eliza-

beth property owners, over 5 years starting as 

early as 2027, is displayed in the table below.  

It shows the estimated tax dollar increase per 

home based on sample property values. The 

increases occur incrementally between 2027 

and 2032. There are no additional increases 

until the bond payoff  in 2057. An interest 

rate of 4 percent was applied to create the 

table, based on guidance from Joe Cuetara, of 

Moors & Cabot, provided on March 26, 2025. 

The annual tax increase percentage does not 

exceed 2.8% in any single year, and half of 

the six annual increases are less than 1.5%. 

Town Council sets June 10 as date for new 
school renovation/building vote
By Kevin St. Jarre

JPG Property tax increase

Data taken from FAQ document assembled by Town of Cape Elizabeth and Cape Eliza-
beth School Department staff .

Offi  cer captures bat in residence
Reported by Debbie Butterworth

Scam alert 
bulletin board
By Jessica D. Simpson
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Notice of Cross 
Hill Trail closure

The town of Cape Elizabeth Conser-

vation Committee is closing the Cross 

Hill Trail Loop for the duration of “mud 

season.” 

Surface trail improvements com-

menced last fall and will be completed 

this year, subject to weather conditions. 

Use of the trail in the interim may 

damage the trail surface, impair drain-

age and result in the need for costly re-

pairs. Trail users are urged to use trails 

that are less vulnerable to wet conditions. 

The Conservation Committee appreci-

ates your cooperation. Please check the 

Cape Elizabeth town website, www.cap-

eelizabeth.gov for updates.

(Press release) - At the April 8 regu-

lar business meeting the Cape Elizabeth 

School Board unanimously approved the 

proposed school budget for the 2025-

2026 fiscal year. The budget will be pre-

sented to the Town Council on Monday, 

April 28.

This year’s budget process was espe-

cially challenging, as the district is set 

to receive nearly $800,000 less in state 

subsidy than the current year. Despite 

that, the School Board and district and 

school leadership worked collabora-

tively to craft a budget that protects the 

excellence of Cape Elizabeth’s school 

programming while maintaining fiscal 

responsibility.

“We are proud to put forward a budget 

that makes no cuts to educational pro-

grams, retains all currently filled staff 

and teacher positions, and fully funds 

our maintenance and repair needs,” said 

School Board Chair Phil Saucier. “This 

is no small feat, given rising insurance 

premiums and the significant loss of 

state aid. Superintendent Dr. Chris Re-

cord and his team have done exceptional 

work stewarding district resources and 

preparing us to weather a year like this. 

Their long-term planning and careful fi-

nancial management have made it pos-

sible to sustain the excellence our com-

munity expects.”

The budget includes one of the lowest 

expenditure increases in years and is ex-

pected to result in one of the smallest tax 

increases Cape Elizabeth taxpayers have 

seen in recent years.

Superintendent Dr. Chris Record 

echoed that sentiment. “We are very 

pleased to offer a budget that continues 

to deliver excellent education to all of 

our amazing students,” he said. “This is 

only possible because of our outstand-

ing staff and teachers, who bring tal-

ent, heart, and dedication to our schools 

every single day. I’m incredibly proud 

that every currently filled position re-

mains in place for next year, and that 

we’ve preserved full funding for our fa-

cilities and infrastructure. This budget 

represents one of the lowest expenditure 

increases in years, and it ref lects the 

strategic, thoughtful work of our entire 

leadership team.”

Since Dr. Record joined Cape Eliza-

beth in 2021, the district has worked dili-

gently to build its fund balance – often 

called a “rainy day fund” – allowing for 

greater f lexibility in challenging finan-

cial years like this one.

“This budget ref lects hundreds of 

hours of hard work, detailed analysis, 

and collaboration between the board, 

district leaders, and our community,” 

Saucier added. “It balances the need for 

fiscal prudence with our shared commit-

ment to excellence in public education.”

The FY25-26 school budget will be 

presented to the Town Council on April 

28 and on the ballot for voter approval 

on Tuesday, June 10. 

Cape Elizabeth School Depart-
ment 2025-2026 Budget Facts:

Total Budget:   
$36,318,456

Expenditure Increase: 
2.46%  (lowest in Cumberland Coun-

ty)

Estimated Tax Impact: 
2.91%

CE School Board unanimously 
approves FY25-26 budget Gleason of Gleason Fine Art Gallery in 

Boothbay, Maine. He shared his experi-

ence choosing the artists, thanking all 

who took the time to submit and help cre-

ate a challenging process. “It is a chal-

lenge to make any eliminations from the 

many excellent submissions received for 

this year’s Paint for Preservation event. 

The selection is made based on criteria 

that is intended to represent a wide va-

riety of style and medium, as well as an 

evaluation based on the plein air nature 

of the event. In the end, it is always a sub-

jective process and is not a refl ection on 

the talent and ability of the artists who 

have submitted.”

Once selected, the artists choose from 

a list of Cape Elizabeth’s landscapes 

including CELT conserved lands. All 

paintings must be made entirely outdoors 

(en plein air) over the three-day weekend, 

with no studio work allowed. The pub-

lic is welcome to tour painting locations, 

meet the artists and watch them work. A 

list of locations will be made available 

in July on CELT’s website, www.cape-

landtrust.org/paint/.  

To support CELT’s fundraiser, artists 

donate at least 50% of their art sales to 

benefi t CELT’s land conservation, trail 

and habitat stewardship, and community 

education programs. Tickets to the gala 

and auction will be on sale beginning in 

June. 

Paint for Preservation is widely sup-

ported by a number of business sponsors, 

whose fi nancial contributions help defer 

the many upfront costs of such a large 

and complex event and help more funds 

go to CELT’s conservation programs. 

Sponsors include Prentice Group, Dé-

cor Maine, ETHOS, R.M. Davis, Yok-

ogawa Fluid Imaging Technologies, Key 

Bank, Maine Stone Scapes, Progressive 

Paint for Preservation, the Cape Eliza-

beth Land Trust’s only fundraiser, is back 

for its 18th year over the weekend of July 

11-13. Once again, a group of award-win-

ning artists will be bringing their plein 

air talents to Cape Elizabeth, where the 

public can watch them work throughout 

the weekend. 

The weekend culminates on Sunday, 

July 13 when the new works will be auc-

tioned at a benefi t gala, held under tents 

at a storied seaside location in Cape 

Elizabeth. (Touring the artist sites is free. 

Tickets for the auction will go on sale in 

June).

For many years, this event has been 

recognized as one of the premier art 

sales in Maine. It is a juried event, in 

which one or more guest jurors, drawn 

from the local arts community, selects 

which of the artists who apply to be in-

cluded. Said Patty Renaud, Chair of the 

event’s planning committee, “We’re con-

fi dent that this year’s stellar list of artists 

will create a lot of enthusiasm. We have 

a great mix of new artists and beloved 

veterans joining, and the caliber of the 

artists is a huge part of its repeated suc-

cess for CELT.”

Congratulations to the selected artists!  

They are: 

Lyn Asselta, Todd Bezold, Thomas 

Bucci, John Caggiano, Daniel Corey, 

Ken DeWaard, Cooper Dragonette, Ste-

phen Florimbi, Margaret Gerding, Jill 

Hoy, Anne Ireland, Eric Jacobsen, Mar-

guerite Lawler, David Lussier, Susan 

Lynn, Grace Maybury McIntosh, Na-

thaniel Meyer, Vanessa Michalak, Colin 

Page, Pamela Lang Redick, Edgar Reims, 

Kathleen Robbins, Bjorn Runquist, Mat-

thew Russ, John Santoro, Janet Suther-

land, Judy Taylor, Michael Vermette, 

Meghan Weeks, and Graham Wood.

The applications submitted for the 

coveted spots were juried by Dennis 

Paint for Preservation is back

-see P4P page 10

Dean’s list 
announcements

The following students were named to 

the fall 2024 dean’s list at the College of the 

Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts:

Owen Bromage 
Caden Lee 
Joseph McDonald 
Andrew Trachimowicz 

Astrid Akerman was named to the fall 

2024 dean’s list at the Savannah College of 

Art and Design in Savannah, Georgia. 



Page 10   •   The Cape Courier  April 23 - May 6, 2025Page 10   •   The Cape Courier  April 23 - May 6, 2025N E W S

40 Bowery Beach Rd | Cape Elizabeth  |  InnbytheSea.com

Elevate  Your  Wellness  Journey. . .  
with our new Serenity by the Sea Loyalty Program.

Massage, facial & body treatment perks include:

• Rewards earned for every spa service you book

• 15% off any services Monday - Thursday     

• Aromatherapy upgrades with each visit 

• 20% off all services during your birthday month

• Exclusive Milestone Rewards earning up to 50% off services

• Bonus referral rewards

Subject to availability. Additional terms & conditions apply.

Serenity
rewards await

Call

207.799.3134

x 811 to 

join today

      

challenge. 

“The JA Titan challenge was a really fun 

way to learn about entrepreneurship and 

business,” said Luke Gagne, a student at 

Cape Elizabeth High School. “We met a 

few kids from other schools and were able 

to talk to professionals from diff erent com-

panies,” he said. 

One student in Cape’s group, Trevor 

Brame, even did some networking, and dis-

cussed a possible internship at Kennebec 

Savings Bank next year with his in-game 

mentor, Chip Burnham.

Dental Care, The Downeast Group at 

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, 

Wilmington Trust, N.A., Woodhull, Inn 

By the Sea, Casco Bay Frames & Gal-

lery, GoGo Refi ll, Knickerbocker Group, 

Rarebreed Veterinary Partners, Veteri-

nary and Rehabilitation Center of Cape 

Spring is fi nally in the air, and when this 

column is printed our students, teachers and 

staff  will be on a much-anticipated April 

break. When we return from break, students 

will be busy working on fi nal projects and 

studying for end of year lessons – it is hard 

to believe that summer is around the corner.

One of the real pleasures of serving on 

the School Board is hearing from the terrifi c 

student successes and all the great work that 

our teachers, coaches, and staff  do for our 

schools.   At our April business meeting we 

heard presentations from the Cape Chess 

Clubs (Pond Cove Club won the State Cham-

pionship and the Scholastic Grand Prix, and 

the Middle School Club came in third place 

in the State Championship and also won the 

Scholastic Grand Prix), Cape Robotics (who 

won the VEX Robotics State Champions and 

are headed to the World Championships), the 

CEHS Best Buddies Chapter (recognized 

as on the of the Outstanding Chapters of 

the Year), the CEHS Women’s Leadership 

Academy (members of whom who will be 

soon attending the Grand Teton National 

Park – Teton Science School in Wyoming), 

and a large contingent of outstanding middle 

and high school student musicians who were 

named to the MMEA District I Honors and 

State festivals for band, chorus, and jazz.   We 

also heard a presentation from the Cape Eliz-

abeth Energy Committee and discussed how 

the new middle school project’s all electric 

heat system can help achieve the  emission 

reduction goals included within the town’s 

Climate Action Plan.

Budget Update. The Board unanimously 

approved the proposed school budget for the 

2025-26 fi scal year at our April 8 meeting. 

This year’s budget was challenging in that 

the district’s state subsidy was reduced by 

$800,000, but the district and school leader-

ship team worked collaboratively to develop a 

budget that has one of the lowest expenditure 

increases in the County at 2.46%  with an es-

timated tax impact of 2.91%.

Importantly, this budget continues to fund 

our capital improvement, maintenance, and 

repair budget lines at a level that allows us to 

address our aging infrastructure in a thought-

ful, planned way through our Capital Im-

provement Plan. Thanks to the hard work of 

Dr. Record and the District Leadership Team, 

including Business Manager Marcia Weeks, 

years of careful fi nancial planning has al-

lowed us to adopt a fi scally responsible bud-

get that limits the impacts on taxpayers while 

continuing to provide an excellent education 

for our students.

We urge you to support this budget at the 

June election.

School Building Project. As I noted dur-

ing our last update, the School Board unani-

mously approved the school building project 

developed together with Harriman Architects 

and thoughtful feedback from the community 

over the last several months. The project in-

cludes a critically needed new middle school 

– recommended by our experts – and which 

will reset the clock on one for our three aging 

buildings. The project also includes a safe and 

secure new front entrance and other critically 

needed repairs for Pond Cove. This project 

represents years of work and feedback from 

the community.

The school department will be conducting 

tours of the middle school as we get closer to 

the June election, and we will release more in-

formation about these tours soon. We believe 

this plan is the best long-term plan for taxpay-

ers and our schools and ask for your support. 

You can learn more about the plan at www.

cape.k12.me.us/page/buildingproject

Our regular meetings are on the second 

Tuesday evening of every month in Town 

Hall, our workshops are held on the fourth 

Tuesday evening in the High School Library, 

and our committees meet regularly through-

out the month with dates and times posted on 

our website. Please reach out to us at cesb@

capeelizabethschools.org anytime.

On the day of the JA Titan Challenge, 

the group boarded the bus at 7:30 a.m. On 

the way there, hopes were high; everyone 

was determined to have a great time and 

win. The group split into their teams and 

one person on the team controlled the com-

puter that was playing the game, with the 

others giving tips and advice on what to do 

next.

None of the groups ended up placing, 

and a team from Yarmouth ended up win-

ning the scholarship. Out of the fi ve groups, 

the Cape Four team placed highest at 7th. 

Even though none of the teams won, they 

had an adventure through networking with 

what they learned in class. 

CEEF’s 13th Play for Education Golf 

Tournament & Auction is June 5. The an-

nual fundraiser is held at the picturesque 

Prouts Neck Country Club, where breath-

taking ocean views provide the backdrop 

for golf and auction-bidding in support of 

a worthy cause. Lead sponsor Alex Kadish 

of Wells Fargo Private Wealth Advisors 

said, “As a Cape graduate (‘97), I think it’s 

important to continue to support the school 

district that gave me so much. Donating to 

CEEF is a no-brainer given all they do for 

the current and future kids in Cape schools.” 

To support the event with a sponsorship, 

foursome, auction donation or reception 

ticket, visit ceef.us/golf. Golfer registration 

opens Tuesday April 29 at 10 a.m. All pro-

ceeds support the Cape Elizabeth Education 

Foundation (CEEF), which is dedicated to 

fostering innovation and excellence in Cape 

Elizabeth schools.

Elizabeth

More sponsorship opportunities are 

available – interested businesses should 

call the land trust at 207-767-6054. 

We hope everyone comes out to see 

these incredible artists at work and par-

ticipates in the auction on July 13 to show 

support for protecting the incredible nat-

ural areas around us.

has addressed these items for less cost (e.g. 

the new PCES gym fl oor that was installed 

last year).

o The Facilities Department, the Own-

ers Representative and Harriman have and 

continue to collaborate to fi gure out the key 

priorities year by year.

Lisa Sawin is a Principal at Harriman 

Architects, and according to their website, 

is the leader of the fi rm’s Pre-K to 12 Stu-

dio.  “She works closely with communities, 

school boards, administrators and educa-

tors to envision inspiring learning environ-

ments.”  Her work, the website continues, 

encompasses district-wide master planning, 

feasibility studies, new construction and 

renovation project in urban and rural con-

texts.  Through her design work, and as a 

board member of EducateMaine, Sawin is 

“dedicated to elevating the educational expe-

rience and infrastructure of towns and cities 

across northern New England,” the profi le 

reads. She holds a bachelor of science and a 

master’s of architecture from Norwich Uni-

versity.

News from the School Board
By Phil Saucier

CEEF’s Play for Education 
fundraiser is June 5

P4P 
Continued from page 9_______________

Challenge
Continued from page 1_______________

Proposal
Continued from page 1_______________
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TML Foundation Funds Free Access 
to the New York Times and Mango Lan-
guages

TML cardholders can now access ev-

erything The New York Times has to off er 

for free, including News, Games, Cooking, 

Wirecutter and The Athletic. 

Thanks to funding from the TML Foun-

dation, the library was able to purchase an 

annual subscription to the New York Times’ 

access program for public libraries. From 

within the library, library visitors can now 

access the news sections of the New York 

Times without a paywall on any device. Ad-

ditionally, you can access news and special 

sections from anywhere by visiting TML’s 

dedicated New York Times URL and retriev-

ing a code. This code grants 24 hours of free 

access from anywhere (you will need to log 

in with the fi rst fi ve digits of your TML card) 

to News, Games, Cooking, Wirecutter and 

The Athletic. You will be prompted to log 

into an existing New York Times account or 

create a new one. Anything saved during the 

24-hour access period will be accessible the 

next time you log in. After 24 hours, simply 

retrieve another code to continue free access. 

Beginning May 1, the library will also 

off er free access to Mango Languages, the 

highest-rated online language-learning app. 

Mango Languages uses organic language ac-

quisition and emphasizes learning grammati-

cal principles through realistic conversations 

to teach over 70 language courses, as well as 

English lessons in 17 languages and specialty 

courses to teach cultural diff erences. Fea-

tures include interactive lessons, spaced rep-

etition, reinforcement exercises, color-coded 

translations, video content, Google Translate 

integration, and the ability to record and 

compare pronunciation to a native speaker. 

Courses are accessible from a web browser 

or an app, and progress can be synced across 

devices. A TML card is required to log in. 

TML funding has not only  made it possible 

for the library to off er the general Mango 

Languages off erings, but also the Little Pim 

module for ages 0 - 6, and the American Sign 

Language Module. 

Complete details about how to access both 

new off erings can be found on the library’s 

website.

Free For All: A Public Library Movie 
Event for Youth and Families 

Saturday, April 26, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

TML is thrilled to partner with Indie Lens 

for our second pop-up screening of “Free 

For All: The Public Library.” This 60-minute 

documentary is truly for everyone, and we 

are excited to host this special youth event 

just for kids and families. 

Bring your favorite book as your “date” 

and join us for popcorn and the movie, then 

stick around for some fun activities, includ-

ing an “Ask a Librarian” panel featuring 

your favorite folks from the children’s room, 

a chance to share the favorite book you 

brought and draw a picture from it, and a 

library scavenger hunt! There may be more 

special guests and perhaps even some fun 

things to take away from the day…don’t miss 

this opportunity to celebrate all your favorite 

things about your local library.

Springtime Clothing Swap
Saturday, May 3, 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.

It’s that time of year! TML is pleased to 

once again partner with the Cape Eliza-

beth Recycling Committee on a Springtime 

Clothing Swap. Donate your clean, gently 

used apparel for kids and adults, then come 

to shop. Donations will be accepted begin-

ning Wednesday April 23. 

How to Participate:
Donate items in advance: Receive a ticket 

for entry starting at 12:00 p.m.

Donate items on the day of the event: En-

ter and “shop” at 1:00 p.m.

Don’t donate at all: Enter and “shop” at 

2:00 p.m.

Volunteer to help set-up, run, or take-

down the event: Receive extra early preview 

“shopping” privileges! 

Visit the library’s website for complete de-

tails and to register to volunteer.

Comic Con, May 9 - May 10
Wizards, princesses, jedis, and adventur-

ers! Come join us for Comic Con at the li-

brary. Create a mask to hide your superhero 

identity, set off  on a quest in a one-shot D&D 

adventure, or show off  your powers in an 

action-fi lled costume show. The activities 

will start on Friday, May 9 and fl y all the way 

through Saturday, May 10, closing with a 

BANG! and a POW! with a Q&A panel with 

some of the wonderful artists in our commu-

nity. Visit the library’s website for the com-

plete schedule of events.

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN, 
TWEENS & TEENS

Please visit the library’s website for infor-

mation about weekly story times and other 

recurring programs. We have something go-

ing on every day of the week.

1-2-3 Grow with Me
Children 0-5 years & caregivers are wel-

come to participate in a 5-week series of 

special play dates in the Library Community 

Room. You will have the opportunity to in-

teract informally with community resource 

professionals on a range of important topics 

for child development.

Learn more and register on our website.

Wednesdays, Apr 30 - May 28 (10:30-

11:45 a.m.)

Apr 30 - Literacy - TML Family Engage-

ment Staff 

May 7 - Speech & Hearing - Katherine 

Quigley (Early Intervention for ME)

May 14 - Child Development - Melinda 

Corey (Help Me Grow)

May 21 - Nutrition - Denise Gaudette 

TML to off er free access to the 
NYT and Mango Languages

-see LIBRARY page 15

Capetoons: No mow May, for real
By Jeff  Mandell
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Support of our advertisers
supports this newspaper.

Town of Cape Elizabeth
PUBLIC WORKS 

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

The Cape Elizabeth Public Works Department has an immediate 
opening for an equipment operator.

This full-time position involves the operation of all types of 
equipment including, but not limited to, dump trucks, front-end 
loaders, mowers, trimmers, and other roadway/grounds mainte-

nance-related equipment. Knowledge of summer and winter 
road maintenance practices is desirable. The Equipment Opera-

tor participates in all snow plowing and on-call requirements 
during the winter season. Also required is the ability to perform 
a variety of tasks in a variety of weather conditions. A CDL Class 

B license is required (or the ability to obtain one within six 
months of hiring date), along with a clean driving record.

Applicants interested in these positions shall apply in writing 
on or before Monday, May 19th, 2025 to:

Attn: Public Works Director

Cape Elizabeth Public Works Department

10 Cooper Drive

Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107

The Town of Cape Elizabeth offers a competitive wage and benefits 

package, which includes: health/dental/vision insurance coverage, 

retirement plan, holidays, vacation time, and more.

Spring is here and the northbound mi-

gration of birds has just begun. During 

the fi rst week of April there was a pro-

fusion of sparrow activity across Cape. 

Chipping Sparrows arrived adding to the 

mix of White-throateds, Song and Fox 

Sparrows. Slightly larger than a Chicka-

dee, the Chipping Sparrow has a bright 

rusty crown atop its head. This bird’s 

song is similar that of the Dark-eyed 

Juncos and somewhat like that of a Pine 

warbler.

On the late afternoon of April 4 as snow 

blanketed the landscape, I was observing 

the bird activity around our feeders when 

I noticed some commotion further off  in 

the background. Taking a closer peek re-

vealed a small fl ock of Cedar Waxwings 

fl uttering and plucking at an ornamental 

berry bush. During the winter and early 

spring months Waxwings depend on fruit 

for survival. 

I also noticed that one-by-one the 

Waxwings would disappear down to the 

ground area where I knew there was a 

seasonal creek (which ultimately feeds 

into Pond Cove). Interestingly, the bill 

and esophagus of the Waxwing has 

evolved to allow them to swallow ber-

ries and fruits whole. Because the win-

ter fruit available to waxwings is high in 

sugar but largely low in water these birds 

must drink water more often than many 

birds. On this same day three fi rst of sea-

son Norther Flickers passed through our 

yard, stopping briefl y to gorge on suet.

Additionally, on the night of April 6 

along Shore Road I heard the high pitched 

too-too-too call of a Northern Saw-whet 

Owl. These little forest elves are master 

ventriloquists capable of a vast range of 

noises from whines to whistles to harsh 

bat like squeaks. Northern Saw-whet 

Owls are short distance migrants and ev-

ery spring substantial numbers migrate 

along the Atlantic’s coastal lowlands and 

islands from Virginia up to Maine. While 

most females and younger Saw-whets 

migrate, many males remain in the state 

throughout the winter months. Weather 

conditions, wind direction and moon 

phase are important factors for saw-whet 

movements. On this night the prevailing 

Southwest winds and a waning crescent 

moon provided ideal conditions for these 

“invisible owls” to be on the move. Inter-

estingly, eastern U.S. populations exhibit 

a population cycle in which Saw-whet 

numbers generally peak every four years. 

This peak is closely tied to the small ro-

dent populations which also peaks in high 

mast (acorn) years such as this past year.

And on the sunny afternoon of April 

10 I went to Robinson Woods in search 

of a Winter Wren. After a good bit of 

searching, I located this secretive little 

bird amongst the cattails deep within the 

Pond Cove Brook corridor. To hear the 

ecstatic song of this little bird calling 

from the thawing bogs of damp conifer-

ous woods is a very special occasion. 

Describing the voice of a Winter wren 

is no easy task, at times a rather sharp 

chick, chick, often a rippling sort of trill 

and with twists and turns that increase 

in octave from one note to another. The 

haunts and habits of the Winter wren 

are most appropriately captured by Ed-

ward Forbush when he wrote, “this little 

Brownie of the forest creeps like a wood 

mouse under the roots of trees standing 

on banks overhanging the water, in and 

out of brush heaps and wood piles along 

river bottoms and on the banks of wood-

land brooks, cautious and furtive – an ab-

surd little creature.” 

On this same outing I noted fi ve East-

ern Phoebes, three gloriously yellow 

male Pine Warblers and a single male 

Palm Warbler along the fringes of the 

great meadow in Robinson Woods.

The Cape Courier recently visited Pena Palace in Sintra, Portugal with Cape Elizabeth 
resident John Danaher.

Contributed photo

Local birding report
By Brooks Bornhoff t

Neighbors

Mark your calendars for the 2025 Cape 

Challenge 5K, which will be held this year 

on Sunday, May 18.  Sign up for the race 

at:  https://runinarace.com/CapeChallenge.

Sponsored by Mary Libby Living and 

many other companies, the race will in-

clude a Fun Run for children ages 8 and un-

der scheduled for 8:30 a.m., a 1-Mile Dash 

for children ages 12 and under scheduled 

for 9:00 a.m., and the 5K Cape Challenge 

scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 

Proceeds from this event benefi t the 

Cape Elizabeth Pond Cove, Middle School, 

and High School Parent Associations.  An 

awards ceremony will begin at 10:15 a.m. 

following the race. You can also support 

this fundraiser by purchasing raffl  e tickets 

at https:/givebutter.com/CapeChalleng-

e2025Raffl  e . 

Follow the Cape Challenge on Face-

book/Instagram @CapeChallenge5k.  For 

any questions, or if you are interested in 

volunteering, please reach out to: capechal-

lenge5k@gmail.com.  

Sign up for the Cape Challenge
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Old School Electric  
Rick Romano

207-767-3866
(Be sure to leave a message)

Master Electrician (40+ years) 
No job to small • Quick response time 

Grown in Cape Elizabeth

Our Fourteenth Annual

Order Online May - Mid-June 
www.greensparkfarm.com

 Ready to Plant: Vegetable Seedlings, Flowers, Herbs, 
Pollinator Plants & Perennials!

www.greensparkfarm.com

All our products are certified organic by MOFGA Certification Services, LLC.

Or
w

Organic 
Plant Sale

Open for walk-in shoppers
at 316 Fowler Rd

9am-1pm on Saturdays:
May 10th, 17th, 24th 

and 31st

CELT’s 40th Anniversary Guided 
Walk Series:

Little Explorers (ages 3-5 with an adult) 
Join CELT educator Lisa Gent on a gentle 

hike through Robinson Woods where we will 

explore the habitat around us while we search 

for birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals and 

plant life. Please dress in comfortable clothes 

and bring a water bottle. All participants 

must register at least at least 48 hours in ad-

vance of the program to receive notifi cation 

of changes or cancellation. 

Date: Wednesday, May 14

Time: 9:00 -10:00 a.m.

Location: Meet at Robinson Woods park-

ing lot, Shore Road.

Cost: $6/family. Min 3/Max 5

Invasive Plants Nature Walk 
Join Mike Hankes, a member of Cape 

Elizabeth Land Trust’s Stewardship Com-

mittee, at Runaway Farm to learn about inva-

sive plants found in Cape Elizabeth. During 

this CELT sponsored event you can expect to 

learn how to identify specifi c invasive plant 

species, eradication strategies, and why in-

vasive species pose a threat to an ecosystem.  

All participants must register at least at least 

48 hours in advance of the program to re-

ceive notifi cation of changes or cancellation. 

Date: Wed June 4

Time: 6:00– 7:30 p.m.  

Location: Runaway Farm, 498 Spurwink 

Avenue

Cost: $6 per person. Max 10/Min 3

National Trails Day Cross Town Walk
Join CELT staff  and educators for the an-

nual spring Cross Town Walk. Beginning 

at Portland Head Light, located at Fort Wil-

liams, this walk will traverse 8.2 miles of 

trails highlighting Cape’s great places. The 

walk takes approximately four hours and in-

cludes a BYO lunch stop. Snacks, drinks and 

lunch should be brought by each participant.  

Interested in joining but concerned about the 

length of the walk? Consider signing up for 

the “Second Half” option. All participants 

must register at least at least 48 hours in ad-

vance of the program to receive notifi cation 

of changes or cancellation. 

Date: Sunday, June 8

Time: 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Location: Meet at Portland Headlight near 

the lighthouse.

Cost: $10 per person. Max 15 / Min 5

National Trails Day Cross Town Walk 
(Second Half Option)

Interested in the Cross Town Walk, but 

not ready to commit to all 8.2 miles? Join 

Cape Elizabeth Land Trust for a half-dis-

tance (~4.5 miles) walk highlighting some 

of Cape’s great places, including Spurwink 

Marsh and Great Pond. Hikers will meet at 

the CELT offi  ce in Town Center and will 

carpool (arranged prior to walk) back to Fort 

Williams after lunch.  Snacks, drinks and 

lunch should be brought by each participant. 

All participants must register at least at least 

48 hours in advance of the program to re-

ceive notifi cation of changes or cancellation. 

Date: Sunday, June 8

Time: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Location: Meet at CELT Offi  ce

Cost: $10 per person. Max 15 / No Min

CELT’s 40th Anniversary Library 
Talk Series with Thomas Memo-
rial Library:

Bird Migration: A Journey Across 
Continents

Embark on an enlightening journey 

through the fascinating world of bird mi-

gration. Learn about the incredible fl ights 

undertaken by migratory birds and the sci-

ence behind their long-distance travels from 

Cape resident and National Audubon Society 

scientist Dr. Carrie Gray. From tiny song-

birds to majestic raptors, discover the pat-

terns, challenges, and remarkable strategies 

that allow birds to navigate vast distances 

and reach their seasonal destinations. Top-

ics covered will include: the science of bird 

migration: navigation, timing, and instincts; 

diff erent migration routes and stopover sites; 

the environmental factors infl uencing migra-

tion patterns; how climate change is aff ecting 

migratory behaviors; and the importance of 

conserving migratory routes and habitats. 

Date: Tuesday, May 20

Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Location: Thomas Memorial Library 

Community Room

No registration required 

Bird Song Identifi cation Workshop
Join Cape resident and National Audu-

bon Society scientist Dr. Carrie Gray for an 

immersive and educational workshop that 

will help you connect with nature through 

Depending on when you’re reading this, 

you may have recently seen a patch of burned 

land at the Robinson Woods Preserve. If you 

haven’t, it’s coming! 

As the owner and steward of the Robin-

son Woods Preserve, the Cape Elizabeth 

Land Trust is working with the Maine Forest 

Service (MFS) and Cape Elizabeth Fire De-

partment to conduct a prescribed controlled 

burn on approximately two acres of fi eld and 

woods at the preserve. The designated area is 

in and around the blueberry fi eld, just south 

of Robinson Pond.

The burn is proposed to be conducted 

sometime during April into possibly early 

May on a weekday when the MFS and Fire 

Department determine that weather condi-

tions for a controlled burn are favorable and 

safe. Appropriate signage will be posted 

throughout the area on the day of the burn 

and the trails will be closed to the public for 

that day.

The burn will serve the land trust by main-

taining this unique habitat of open meadow 

and nearby woods, and will provide a valu-

able training opportunity for Cape Elizabeth 

fi refi ghters. 

Fire is a natural part of many ecosystems. 

After many years of fi re exclusion, an ecosys-

tem may become stressed from overcrowded 

trees, invasive species, and the buildup of 

fl ammable materials that would be hazard-

ous to human communities in the event of an 

accidental fi re. 

The right fi re at the right time reduces 

the buildup of hazardous fuels, minimizes 

the spread of pest insects, removes invasive 

species, recycles nutrients back to the soil, 

among other benefi ts. As forests develop, dif-

ferent species of plants and wildlife rely on 

the variation of habitat. Fires are a way to 

create early successional habitat from a more 

mature forest. By prescribing a burn, we can 

help manage this habitat for the benefi t of the 

ecosystem. 

Native Americans have used prescribed 

burning to manage habitats for many mil-

lennia. In the eastern U.S., fi res were used 

to stimulate specifi c nut crops from oak and 

chestnut trees. As European colonizers came 

to the U.S., fi re suppression became more 

common and reduced the number of cultural 

burns. Forest managers are now tapping into 

traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) to 

better inform our practices in modern man-

agement.

After the burn has occurred, we encour-

age you to walk the trails throughout the 

summer and watch how the habitat responds. 

For more information, visit capelandtrust.org.

CELT spring programs

-see CELT page 14

Nature scene around town

Photo by Jon Clark

A pair of cardinals on a gray wet Saturday morning in Jon Clark’s yard.

Prescribed burn at Robinson Woods
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SERVICES
Cape Elizabeth Church

of the Nazarene
499 Ocean House Road (Route 77)

747-1113
www.capenazarene.org

Sunday School for all ages: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Celebration: 10:45 a.m.

Services streamed live or on demand:                  

watch.capenazarene.org 

Cape Elizabeth
United Methodist Church

280 Ocean House Road

799-8396
www.ceumc.org

Sanctuary Service: 10 a.m.

In-person Sunday services 10 a.m. For Zoom 

services, call 799-8396

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
29 Ocean House Road

799-4321
Sacrament Meeting:                                      

Sunday, 10 - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Primary: 11:10 a.m.-12 p.m.

The Church of the Second Chance
Greater Portland Christian School 

1338 Broadway, South Portland

641-3253
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Rise Church
1047 Congress Street, Portland

874-9779
https://www.riseportland.church

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School for children: 10:00 a.m.

Services streamed live on Facebook

Congregation Bet Ha’am
81 Westbrook St., South Portland

879-0028
www.bethaam.org

Worship: Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, 10:30 a.m.

Family Shabbat Services:

Second Friday, 6:00 p.m.

Hope Community Church
879 Sawyer Street South Portland

799-4565
www.hopesopo.com

www.facebook.com/hopesopo
Sunday Morning Worship at 10 a.m.

Kid’s Church for ages 4 through grade 5

Service videos available on our website

Promised Land World Reach Center
536 Cottage Road, South Portland

799-3152
Sunday Prayer & Intercession: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Family Bible Studies: Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Sermon recordings available to download

Redeemer Lutheran Church - LCMS
410 Main Street, Gorham

839-7100
www.RedeemerMaine.org

Sunday Bible Class for all ages: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.

Services are in person and streamed on Face-

book and YouTube

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church
885 Shore Road

799-4014
www.stalbansmaine.org

Sunday Services:

Rite 1 with Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.

Rite 2 with Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.

Live Streaming on YouTube (stalbanschannel)

Children’s Programs 9:30 a.m.  

Celtic Eventide 5:30 p.m. 

Room for all

St Bartholomew Catholic Church
of Saint John Paul II Parish

8 Two Lights Road, 207-883-0334
Website: www.JP2me.org

Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.

Daily Mass: Mon. and Wed. 8 a.m.

Sacrament of Confession: Mon. 8:30-9 a.m.

Additional Mass times in Scarborough 
& South Portland listed on website

First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

301 Cottage Road, South Portland

799-3361

www.fccucc.org

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. in person and 

streamed on Facebook & YouTube

First Congregational Church 
of Scarborough

167 Black Point Road, Scarborough

883-2342

www.fccscarborough.com

Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Nursery Care

Church, 301 Cottage Road, South 

Portland; 7 p.m. Wednesdays, St. 

Bartholomew Church; 7 p.m. Fridays, 

St. Alban’s Church.

Cape Elizabeth Historical Preservation 

Society, 9 a.m. - noon on Thursdays 

and by appointment, Fort Williams, 

in the brick building closest to Shore 

Road (ring the doorbell). 

Cape Elizabeth Lions Club, 6:39 p.m., 

fi rst and third Tuesdays at the Bowery 

Beach Schoolhouse (except July and 

August), Two Lights Road

Cape Elizabeth Republican Town 

Committee, 6-8:30 p.m. second 

Tuesday of the month, Cape Elizabeth 

Community Center. Contact: ccrcme.

com for Cape information.

South Portland/Cape Elizabeth Rotary 

Club, 6:15 p.m. Wednesdays at 

107 Preble Hall, Southern Maine 

Community College, 2 Fort Road, 

South Portland. sp-ce-rotary.org.

Please see the town website, www.

capeelizabeth.com for meeting loca-

tions

Instructions for joining video con-
ference meetings listed below will be 
posted on the town website, www.
capeelizabeth.com.

Monday, April 28
School Board Executive Session - 

NEGOTIATIONS, Jordan Conference 

Room, Town Hall, 3:45 p.m.

Town Council Finance Committee, 

Town Hall, 6 p.m.

School Board Policy Committee, Town 

Hall, 9 a.m.

Tuesday, April 29
Town Council Finance Committee, 

Town Hall, 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 1
Recycling Committee, Public Works 

Department, 7 p.m.

Monday, May 5
Town Council, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, May 6
Planning Board Workshop, Jordan 

Conference Room, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Ongoing each week
Al-Anon, 7 p.m. Fridays, First 

Congregational Church, 301 Cottage 

Road, South Portland. Parking in rear.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 2 p.m. 

Saturdays, First Congregational 

CAPE CALENDAR By Wendy Derzawiec

CABLE GUIDE CETV CHANNEL 1302

Subject to change. Please see cetv.capeelizabeth.org for latest program guide and 
video on demand.

Town Council Finance Committee 
April 28 - 6 p.m.

Town Council Finance Committee 
April 29 - 6 p.m.

Invisible Fence of  
Southern Maine

800-585-2803
southernmaine.invisiblefence.com

©2018 Invisible Fence of Southern Maine. Invisible Fence® is a registered trademark of Invisible Fence, Inc. All rights reserved.

Keeping pets  
happy, healthy & 

 safe @ home™

Play Safe. Worry-Free.

the sounds of local birds. Topics covered 

will include: the basics of bird song and call 

identifi cation; how to distinguish between 

similar-sounding birds; tips for listening and 

observing birds in the wild; fun facts about 

CELT
Continued from page 13______________

the birds you’ll hear. No prior experience is 

necessary. 

Date: Tuesday, May 27

Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Location: Thomas Memorial Library 

Community Room

No registration required 
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 BUSINESSES/SERVICES

 MUSIC LESSONS

Flute lessons: For beginners and in-
termediates of all ages. Call Kris: 
767-3712. 

Piano, Voice, Guitar, Ukulele lessons 
for all ages. Beginner through interme-
diate. Carey Rasco: 232-7015

Piano Lessons. All ages, all levels. Call 
Ora: 207-899-3014

Drum Lessons: Any age/level. Flow 
technique, reading not required. Frank, 
603.285.3032.

In home dog sitting and boarding in 
Cape Elizabeth. Large fenced in yard. 
Insured and Pet CPR and fi rst aid cer-
tifi ed.  Call or text 207-329-0628

EXTREMELY CLEAN - Deep 
Cleaning Services. The Way Cleaning 
Should Be! References/Insured
25+years of experiences
Luz Carpenter - 207-329-3757
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40 Bowery Beach Road | Cape Elizabeth

At Inn by the Sea

A Happy 
Mother’s Day by the sea

Sunday, May 11 - 8am-2pm
Join us for a sumptuous, ocean view three-course brunch

Three-Course Prix Fixe Sample Items:
Smoked Salmon Pan-Seared Halibut
Avocado Toast Braised Lamb
Caesar Salad New York Striploin
Eggs Benedict Roasted Mushrooms (V)
$79 adults & kids 4-12, $36 Vegan Chocolate Mousse

Special Children’s Menu:  
Fruit Plate   Scrambled Eggs   French Toast   Brownie Sundae   Sorbet
Kids 4-12, $36

Please call for
Reservations

207-799-3134
View the entire menu 
at InnbytheSea.com

      

(Cooking Matters)

May 28 - Music & Movement - Jud 

Casewell

Family Birding Adventures at Fort 
Williams Park

Three Saturdays in May - May 3, 10, & 

17 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Join Thomas Memorial Library and 

Andrea Southworth for a birding adven-

ture at Fort Williams Park, located at 299 

Ocean House Road. Bring the whole fam-

ily and learn the fundamentals of birding. 

Learn to use two important Cornell Or-

nithology apps, Merlin and eBird, and be 

a citizen scientist in your community. In 

partnership with the Friends of Fort Wil-

liams Park. Recommended for families 

with children ages 6+. Registration re-

quired, please sign up for one or all three 

programs on our website. Bring your own 

binoculars, if possible; a limited number 

of binoculars will be available for use.

Speical Toddler Story Time
Thursday, May 8, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Join family engagement assistant Sarah 

Gabrielson and certifi ed child sleep con-

sultant Zara Jarrett for a special sleep-

themed story time. The fi rst half will in-

clude songs and a short sleepy time book. 

Starting at 11:00 a.m., we will open up the 

room with some toys for your child to play 

with while you ask Zara your sleep-related 

questions in an informal setting.

This program is for children who are 

not quite ready for a traditional story time, 

but love to have fun with friends. Great for 

infants and wandering wigglers ages 0-36 

months and caregivers. Capacity for this 

program is 30 people. No prior registra-

tion required.

NEW! ***My First Book Club, for 
ages 6 - 8

Third Tuesday of the month from 3:30-

4:15 p.m. Begins May 20

Join My First Book Club, for begin-

ning readers ages 6-8 who are discover-

ing the joy of reading and stories. Each 

month we’ll explore a diff erent genre 

- from graphic novels, chapter books, to 

non-fi ction. As a group, we’ll complete a 

read-along, participate in discussions and 

dive into a brief craft. Each kid will get a 

copy of the book that we read that month 

to take home. Caregivers are required to 

participate in the group with their child. 

Registration Required. 

FOR ADULTS
For information on our regular recur-

ring programs, please visit the library’s 

website. 

Individual Style with Julie Cunning-
ham 

Thursday, April 24, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Your clothes send messages every time 

you dress yourself. To be confi dent and 

happy with your wardrobe, the messages 

you send must be congruent with who 

you really are. When you understand your 

style type, you can dress for every occa-

sion and still be yourself. When it is right, 

your spirit will soar. You are a Dramatic, 

Natural, Classic or Romantic. There are 

many varieties in each of these four basic 

style types so it will be very diff erent for 

each person, hence the name “Individual 

Style.” The right clothing personality for 

you can be expressed in all situations: busi-

ness, casual, family, community, sports or 

romance. You can gain confi dence from 

your wardrobe when you send valid and 

true messages about yourself with your 

clothing. This is the essence of individual 

style. 

Learn more from professional image 

consultant Julie Cunningham with this 

event, the second in her April series here 

at TML. No registration required. 

Support Circle, last Saturday of the 
month, April 26 from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Parents of children and adults with 

disabilities are invited to participate in 

an informal monthly discussion group to 

share and learn from each other. Meets 

on the last Saturday of every month in the 

library’s Conference Room. Light refresh-

ments will be provided, please register on 

our website.

Wardrobe Development with Julie 
Cunningham 

Tuesday, April 29, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

A closet full of clothes and nothing to 

wear is common, but unacceptable. A suc-

cessful wardrobe evolves when you know 

your best personal choices in color and 

style and you combine these winning com-

binations in clothing that is appropriate for 

your life. Knowing how to clean out your 

closet on a regular basis improves your 

wardrobe. You create better outfi ts from 

what you already own with an orderly 

closet, resulting in a closet full of clothes 

you actually wear. Dressing well is an art, 

and the skills of any art must be taught. 

Join us for the fi nal program in Julie Cun-

ningham’s April series here at TML to 

learn more and give yourself the building 

blocks for mastering this art. No registra-

tion required.

Discussing 1984 for 2025: Employing 
Orwell as an Opportunity for Building 
Imaginative Community with Chriss 
Sutherland

Thursday, May 8, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Regardless of your political leaning, 

“1984” provides ample food for thought 

and discussion regarding our greatest 

philosophical and existential issues both 

locally and in the greater world. Join Cape 

resident and teacher Chriss Sutherland for 

a facilitated discussion. We’ll use Orwell’s 

fi ctional dystopia as a drawing board on 

which we’ll imagine something diff erent 

and better. Copies of the book may be 

borrowed from the library’s print collec-

tion, as well as an ebook or digital audio-

book from CloudLibrary. The library even 

owns a graphic novel edition.

Library
Continued from page 11______________
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www.cape.k12.me.us/page/buildingproject

LEARN MORE

IT’S TIME FOR AN INVESTMENT 
IN CAPE ELIZABETH SCHOOLS

Critically Needed School Construction Project on the June 10th Ballot

Renovating the current Middle School would come at a high cost, with nearly every 
classroom built on load-bearing walls that make updates complex and expensive. It’s 
not just a construction challenge—it’s a growing risk to student safety and a financial 
liability for taxpayers. Fixing the old building would cost more than building new, and 
waiting could lead to sudden failures, emergency spending, and major disruptions to 
learning. Building a new school is the smarter, safer investment for Cape’s future.

The School Board cut $30 million dollars in cost and scope since the 2022 bond. The 
estimated tax impact - spread out over 8 years - never rises above $231-a-year for a 
home valued at $750,000, a monthly cost of $20.

Table 1 courtesy of the Town of 

Cape Elizabeth.

Estimated  tax dollars per home 

based on property values. 

Increases occur incrementally 

between 2027 and 2032  and 

then remain flat until  the bond 

payoff in 2057.  An interest rate 

of 4% was applied based on 

guidance  from Joe Cuetara, of 

Moors  & Cabot, on March 26, 

2025. 

Current Current 
mill rate Propety Tax 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033

$500,000 $11.00 $5,500 $0 $77 $154 $154 $149 $72 $72 $0

$750,000 $11.00 $8,250 $0 $116 $231 $231 $223 $107 $107 $0

$1,000,000 $11.00 $11,000 $0 $154 $308 $308 $297 $143 $143 $0

$1,500,000 $11.00 $16,500 $0 $231 $462 $462 $446 $215 $215 $0

$2,000,000 $11.00 $22,000 $0 $308 $616 $616 $594 $286 $286 $0

Annual Tax Increase Percentage: 0.0% 1.4% 2.8% 2.8% 2.7% 1.3% 1.3% 0.0%

Property Value
Annual Property Tax increase for Project

Approximate effect of $86.5 million School Bond on Property Taxes annually (at a 4% interest rate)

The School Board’s Phased Three-School Approach is:
The best plan for the education of our town’s children.

The best plan for student and staff safety and security.

The best plan to address critical needs at all three schools.

The best plan for long-term facility planning of our schools.

Experts Agree: Cape Elizabeth Middle School 
is facing critical issues that threaten student 
safety, learning, and wellbeing.

Hard to Exit in an Emergency: Narrow stairwells 
and long hallways in the 1934 building create 
dangerous bottlenecks.

Difficult for First Responders to Navigate: In an 
emergency, time matters—and this layout works 
against us.

Visitors Get Lost: Sprawling layout leads to 
confusion and slows response times.

Poor Visibility: Hidden corners and disconnected 
hallways make it hard to properly supervise 
students or guests.

Difficult to Lock Down: In a crisis, every second 
counts—and this building wasn’t designed with 
today’s security needs.

Undersized Classrooms: Many don’t meet the 
needs of today’s student population.

Aging Infrastructure: Mechanical systems are 
well past their useful life, and at risk of failure.

“Those of us who drive cars with 
200,000 miles on them know we 
are on borrowed time. The Cape 
Elizabeth Middle School far 
exceeds a car with 200,000 
miles on it.” 

Turner & Townsend Heery

Sprawling MS layout is a safety concern. 
Main Office is 50 yards from the front entrance.

A New Middle School & Effective Long-Term 
Planning Are Both Possible on June 10th!
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