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In the Spirit of Community

Chair Penny Jordan opened the meeting 

by saying, “I wanted to say up front, and I 

know I can speak for my colleagues here, 

your emails have been heard, they’ve been 

read, the reason we set up this, I would say, 

workshop here tonight is because of the num-

ber of emails we’re receiving about Shore 

Road.”

She said the Council would discuss the 

related safety issues on Shore Road brought 

to the attention of the Council, and while 

she said she realizes there is a relationship 

between those issues and Cliff  House Beach, 

the Chair said the discussion for this particu-

lar workshop would focus on the safety issues 

on the road itself, and the issues concerning 

beach use would be addressed at a later date.

Chair Jordan also said that since the Coun-

cil had made itself familiar with the issues, 

in fact a few expressed they had worked on 

the safety and parking issue on that stretch 

of Shore Road for several months, that the 

Council would discuss the issue before pub-

lic comment, thereby allowing the public a 

chance to not only express whatever con-

cerns they had brought, but also to respond 

to the Council’s discussion that evening.

Jordan said the feedback already received 

included potential solutions, such as allow-

ing parking only on one side of the road, and 

the concerns of residents, such as sightlines 

obstructed by parked cars for those coming 

out of side streets and onto Shore Road.  Side 

streets the Chair referenced included Moun-

tain View, Cottage Farms and Ocean View 

roads.  

She also said a concern is what she called 

the “ripple eff ect” into the neighborhoods, 

meaning if parking were to be limited on 

Shore Road, that those motorists would then 

park on the side streets which adjoin Shore 

Road unless something were done.  Options 

brought up at the meeting included making 

side street parking available only to those 

with the Cape Elizabeth resident stickers.

Councilor Caitlin Harriman asked what 

the Council was hoping to accomplish that 

night.  She said, “Of all the concerns, in a 

list of priority…we need to make it safe to get 

out from the side streets [onto Shore Road] 

number one.”  She went on to acknowledge 

that progress needs to be made on the larger 

Shore Road reconstruction project, but that 

is “a whole other discussion,” but she said 

asked if the setbacks from the intersections 

for parking could be set a little further in or-

der to make entering Shore Road safer, “to 

get something done out of tonight’s meeting.”

Chair Jordan said, “I agree, and do-

ing something that doesn’t require us to go 

through an ordinance process. What are the 

real, near-term things that we can just get 

done.”

Town Manager Patrick Fox did express 

that whenever a solution is found, there are 

often those who will seek exceptions.  For ex-

ample, if a Cape resident were having guests, 

the resident would seek a parking exception 

for the visitors.  

An audience member did express that 

these issues can be addressed with solutions 

such as temporary parking passes provided 

by the town, via the Cape resident, to their 

guests for the duration of the visit.

Town Manager Fox pointed out that sug-

gestions that Cape Elizabeth simply extend 

what South Portland has done to manage 

use of the roadway, while heard, are diffi  cult 

to implement on an older, existing roadway.  

South Portland redesigned and built new 

infrastructure leading up to the Cape Eliza-

beth town line, and so had the opportunity to 

maximize the roadway effi  ciency.  

Fox pointed out that those types of solu-

tions take time and millions of dollars.  He 

said that there was much they can learn about 

the town’s needs by “doing this temporarily” 

before incurring large costs.  

Fox said, “Everything that’s down there in 

white paint can be adjusted.”

Fox also said that while some people say 

that the newly painted parking spaces wid-

Town Council Reports and Correspon-
dence

Chair Penny Jordan commenced the 

meeting by thanking the councilors for 

wearing yellow clothing or yellow ribbons 

in support of domestic violence awareness 

month. Jordan also thanked Rachel Davis, 

Directory of the Thomas Memorial Library, 

for her eff orts in bringing awareness to the 

Cape Elizabeth community of domestic vio-

lence. Davis mentioned that requests for a 

domestic violence awareness yard sign can 

be requested online and picked up at the li-

brary’s campus. 

Councilor Thompson suggested that the 

town make available to the Privacy Com-

mittee and town staff  an online cyber se-

curity training available through the Maine 

Municipal Association (MMA). 

Town Manager Monthly Report
Town Manager Patrick Fox said that the 

“wheels are still turning” and planning staff  

are still working on research and data com-

parison for land ordinances in communities 

similar to Cape. Participating towns were 

“happy to participate” and also have access 

to the data. 

Fox shared that the new traffi  c safety 

working group will have its fi rst meeting on 

August 6 at 8:00 a.m. He hopes that people 

will be able to attend and participate on 

their commute to work. The fi rst meeting 

will discuss street lights, “children playing” 

signs and parking safety in certain locations.

There were no bids received for the new 

basketball court project. However, Fox said 

that town staff , an engineering consultant, 

and Cape Hoops will work on “getting it 

done on time and within budget.” 

Fox also shared that an RFP for a new 

dump truck has been published and that the 

project has budgeted funds for the 2026 fi s-

What started as a few enthusiastic local 

tennis players taking advantage of Cape 

Elizabeth Community Services has grown 

to include more than 100 members.  

According to Lauren Schuman, who grew 

up here and graduated from Cape Elizabeth 

High School in 2000, the group has grown 

into a vibrant, welcoming network of more 

than 100 members who connect through an 

email list to play regular pick-up sessions of 

tennis at the CEHS courts, and occasionally 

in neighboring towns.  Schuman said that 

the tennis group has been informally led 

“by the ever-welcoming Susannah ‘Zannah’ 

Ford.”

Ford explained how she got involved, 

saying, “A few years ago I enrolled in a ten-

nis program through Cape Elizabeth Com-

munity Services in hopes of becoming a 

worthy doubles partner for my husband who 

has been playing tennis since high school. 

From the fi rst session, the instructor Niamh 

Colpitts encouraged us to practice outside of 

the structured lessons and encouraged us to 

-see SHORE ROAD page 9

Safety issue at TC workshop leads 
to consensus and action
By Kevin St. Jarre

Newly painted lines added on Shore Road near the corner with Cottage Farms Road 
extend the “no parking” area to match the Cape Elizabeth ordinance on parking away from 
street corners. Prior to the Town Council workshop meeting, the white lines between the 
red arrows (added to the photo) were not there, and cars were parking in that space.  

Photo by Kevin St. Jarre

News from July Town Council 
meeting
By Hanna Gilley 

-see TOWN COUNCIL page 4

Organic tennis community grows 
in Cape, courts need help
By Kevin St. Jarre

A local tennis group has formed, and grown to more than 100 members supporting each 
other and their love of the sport.  Some of the members are pictured here, from left to right: 
Renee Rogers, Lauren Schuman, Sarah Laduzenski, Jon Courtney, James Shanahan, Erica 
Shanahan, Terri Febbraro, Zhyldyz Kabaeva, Eleanor Villforth and Tana Leonhart.

Contributed photo

-see TENNIS page 4
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This is not a take on the safety of a 

striped or unstriped road.  However, 

reading Mr. West’s ‘Striping is unsafe’ 

letter, I have several questions, the most 

important being, “How does road strip-

ing aff ect him mowing his lawn?”

Is the striping equipment the impedi-

ment?  Is it being operated from his lawn?  

Or perhaps his lawn itself is being 

striped?  

Is it the noise that is the issue?

Any insight would be appreciated, as 

I can’t fathom a scenario in which road 

work is a hindrance to lawn care.

 
Alex Campbell

In the last issue of the Courier, in a 

story about the 100% pass rate of CEHS 

students on several AP tests, a teacher’s 

name was inadvertently left out. Mr. 

Drew McNeely is the teacher of AP Pre-

calculus, and his students also had a per-

fect success rate on the national exam.

Cape Community Temporary Ice 
Rink Site Plan Amendments

The town of Cape Elizabeth is request-

ing amendments to the site plan approval 

for the temporary ice rink located on 

Gull Crest Drive to align the site plan 

with the use of the site. 

Mike Backman, representing the Cape 

Community Arena, shared changes and 

updates made to the site plan as requested 

by board members and other town staff . 

These site changes include rubber mats 

for walkways, snow fences that contain 

all skaters to the area, a built platform for 

spectators and skaters, and the removal 

of benches from the parking lot. 

Changes also include the relocation 

of portable toilets, a 20 foot by 40 foot 

tent, and chiller and storage container. 

Additionally, the heaters for the zam-

boni room need to be either “electronic 

or propane fi red” as requested per the in-

surance company. Backman is also work-

ing with Code Enforcement Offi  cer Ben 

McDougal on fi nding a solution to have 

“beefi er tents” around near the warming 

huts. 

The applicant also noted that all signs 

have been removed from the advertising 

wall, however, they are requesting for 

amendments to that ordinance via a let-

ter to the town. 

Sebago Technics suggested to the ap-

plicant that concrete barriers be added as 

vehicles stops in the parking lot rather 

than rubber curbing. Sebago Technics 

also noted in their soil erosion study that 

the area appears to be stable. 

The board voted unanimously to ap-

prove the site plan on merits of complete-

ness. A condition of approval was added 

stating that the site plans “can only go 

through” if the Department of Environ-

mental Protection (DEP) approves the 

waiver of one-year relief from loaming 

and seeding the site in the off  season. 

Center Court Site Plan
Bob Gaudreau of HardyPond Develop-

ment is requesting site plan review and 

a subdivision amendment to construct 

a 35-unit residential apartment building 

to be located on lots 3 and 4 of Town 

Common Circle. Board Member Natalie 

Burns recused herself from discussions 

for “confl ict of interest in the matter.” 

John Mitchell of Mitchell and Associ-

ates and representing Bob Gaudreau and 

HardyPond Development, presented the 

site plan to the board for review. Mark 

Mueller of Mark Mueller Architects also 

presented with Mitchell.

Mitchell shared that lots 3 and 4 of 

Ocean House Common, if combined as 

requested, will have a total area of 1.8 

acres and a vegetative buff er along the 

easterly side of the lot. Secondary ac-

cess would be available at the rear of the 

Town Hall lot. Mitchell added that Town 

Common Circle is a private road built in 

2020, and that all utilities are installed 

underground. Stormwater management 

would tie into the existing infrastructure, 

and drip edges for additional impervious 

space would be installed for parking and 

walkways.

The proposed development includes 

two 25,000 square foot footprints for the 

apartment buildings with a connected 

entrance, lobby and common facili-

ties. There will be a one-story, covered 

parking garage consisting of 13 vehicle 

spaces at the north end of the proposed 

buildings. 

Mueller shared that the proposed 

buildings would contain a combination 

of 1- and 2-bedroom apartments with 

all units having a deck space. Mueller 

said the buildings would be visible from 

the road but set back with “nice outdoor 

spaces.” He added he thinks the apart-

ments will add pedestrian activity to the 

town center. 

There is no intention by the applicant 

at this time of having generators at the 

proposed development. 

Jim Huebener made the motion to ap-

prove which Derek LaValle seconded. 

The board voted unanimously to approve 

site plan review as presented and sched-

uled a site walk for Monday, July 21 at 

5:30p.m. 

‘Any insight 
would be 
appreciated’

Correction

News from July Planning Board 
meeting
By Hanna Gilley
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8 Golden Ridge Lane, Cape 
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Phone: 207-835-9495 
info@hillwayhomewatch.com
www.hilwayhomewatch.com 

Leslie Young, 
(Owner Operator)
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Individuals,Trusts & Estates

Laongdao “Tak” Suppasettawat, CFP®, CPA
Maine Licensed Registered Investment Advisor

(207) 799-2010
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PUBLIC INFORMATION
6-10 An offi  cer met with a subject in the 

police station to discuss a threatening 
letter he had received.

6-24 Two offi  cers responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the Mitchell Road area.

6-25 Two offi  cers responded to a residence in 
the Mitchell Road area for a well-being 
check.

6-25 An offi  cer received correspondence 
from a resident of the Broad Cove area 
regarding a harassment complaint.

6-26 An offi  cer met with a subject regarding 
theft by unauthorized taking or transfer 
in the Spurwink Avenue area.

6-27 An offi  cer met with a resident regarding 
a possible missing person in the Scott 
Dyer Road area.

6-30 Two offi  cers responded to a residence in 
the Mitchell Road area for a domestic 
disturbance.

7-3 An offi  cer met with a resident of the 
Woodland Road area who reported that 
sometime during the night his vehicle 
was stolen  from his driveway.

7-6 An offi  cer responded to a resident in 
the Broad Cove area for a report of a 
habitually barking dog.

7-7 Two offi  cers responded to a residence in 
the Mitchell Road area for a well-being 
check.

7-7 An offi  cer met with a resident from 
the Shore Acres area who reported 
that one of her bank accounts had been 
compromised and the bank’s fraud 
division was investigating it.

7-8 An offi  cer met with a resident of the 
Shore Road area regarding the theft of a 
bicycle from his garage.

7-8 An offi  cer responded to a residence in 
the Mitchell Road area for a possible 
missing juvenile. Subject was later 
accounted for.

7-8 An offi  cer met with a resident of the 
Scott Dyer Road who reported that he 
had sold a car two and had failed to 
remove the Maine plates.  The plates, 
which are now expired, are illegally 
attached to a vehicle in Rhode Island 
and he is getting letters from police 
departments and E-Z Pass for unpaid 
parking tickets and fees.

7-14 Two offi  cers responded to a residence in 
the Ocean House Road area for a well-
being check.

7-15 Two offi  cers responded to a residence 
in the Shore Road area for a domestic 
disturbance.

7-16 An offi  cer met with a subject who 
turned over a silver colored chain with 
an ornament that was found on top of 
the sand at Kettle Cove Beach.

7-21 An offi  cer responded to a residence in 
the Broad Cove area for a well-being 
check.

SUMMONSES
6-24 South Portland resident, speeding (77/50 

zone), Ocean House Road, $278

6-24 South Portland resident, operating 
vehicle while using a hand held device,  
$325

6-24 South Portland resident, failure to 
produce insurance, unregistered vehicle,  
Bowery Beach Road $271

6-25 Windham resident, uninspected vehicle, 
Scott Dyer Road, $148

6-27 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding, 
Bowery Beach Road

6-29 Lewiston resident, uninspected vehicle, 
Shore Road, $148

6-29 Cape Elizabeth resident, operating 
vehicle while using a hand held device, 
Bowery Beach Road, $85

7-1 Cape Elizabeth resident, unregistered 
vehicle, Spurwink Avenue, $85

7-3 Portland resident, speeding (60/50 zone), 
Ocean House Road, $129

7-4 Shapleigh resident, speeding (50/30 
zone) Mitchell Road, $230

7-8 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding (44/35 
zone), Sawyer Road, $114

7-9 Cape Elizabeth resident, operating left 
within 100 feet of bridge, Sawyer Road

7-11 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding (51/35 
zone), Ocean House Road, $170

7-16 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding, 
Route 77

7-19 Portland resident, no vehicle registration, 
Cottage Road

7-21 Oxford resident, attaching false plates, 
Scott Dyer Road

JUVENILE SUMMONSES
7-10 Cape Elizabeth resident, illegal 

possession of alcohol

7-10 Cape Elizabeth resident, illegal 
possession of alcohol

7-10 Cape Elizabeth resident, illegal 
possession of alcohol

7-16 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding, 
Sawyer Road

7-17 Cape Elizabeth resident, speeding, 
Spurwink Avenue

ARRESTS
7-12 Westbrook resident, operating under the 

infl uence of alcohol

ACCIDENTS
6-25 Kai Gardner, Kieran Walls, accident on 

Shore Road.

7-11 Stella Morrison, accident on Fowler 
Road

FIRE CALLS
Fire calls: 36

EMS calls:  92

Summer Heat Waves Bring Out Utility 
Scams 

The summer heat is here, and so are 

scammers posing as the utility company. 

You might get a call or email from someone 

threatening to shut off  your electric service 

due to unpaid bills. With high temperatures 

making air conditioning essential, these 

criminals use fear to pressure you into acting 

fast. They may demand immediate payment 

using gift cards, wire transfers, or mobile 

payment apps. Real utility companies don’t 

threaten immediate shutoff  without notice, 

and they don’t demand unusual forms of 

payment. If you receive a threat like this, 

contact your utility company directly using 

the number from your bill—not the one the 

caller gives you.

Grandparent Scams Meet AI 
You get a call from a panicked grandchild 

or other family member. They say they’re in 

a time-sensitive crisis—hospitalized after 

a car accident or jailed for example—and 

beg for immediate fi nancial help. They may 

hand the phone over to someone they say is 

a police offi  cer, lawyer or court offi  cial who 

provides detailed instructions for sending 

money via gift card, wire transfer, Crypto-

currency or cash. This is the beginning of the 

grandparent scam and it’s more sophisticated 

than ever. Criminals now have generative ar-

tifi cial intelligence tools to make the fake sit-

uation seem all-the-more real. But there is no 

emergency: It’s a setup to steal your money. 

If you receive a call like this, verify the 

situation by contacting your loved one di-

rectly using a number you know is theirs. 

Above all, if you receive an unexpected com-

munication that puts you into a state of high 

emotion and involves urgency, let that be 

your signal to take an “active pause.” Give 

yourself time to refl ect on what you might 

know about the situation or to reach out to 

someone for guidance. AARP Fraud Watch 

Network TM is mounting an educational 

campaign to “Pause. Refl ect. Protect.”

Learn how to spot and avoid scams with 

AARP Fraud Watch Network. Suspect a 

scam? Call our free helpline at 877-908-3360 

and talk to one of our fraud specialists about 

what to do next. 

The Center for Grieving Children, in 

partnership with the Cape Elizabeth United 

Methodist Church, is hosting a Children 

and Family Grief Walk on Saturday, August 

9 from 10 a.m.-noon. The event is open to 

the public and will have crafts, snacks, and 

a Story Walk featuring “A Shelter for Sad-

ness”, a children’s book on grief by Anne 

Booth and David Litchfi eld.

Supplies will be provided for participants 

to build their own shelters for sadness as a 

way to process grief in a healthy way by 

creating a space to store the complicated 

emotions that come with the grief of losing 

someone important.

“We’re delighted to partner with the Cape 

Elizabeth United Methodist Church again 

this year to host this event,” said Mary Bris-

tol, Director of Programming at the Center. 

“Being outside with nature is a meditative 

and therapeutic experience as people grieve 

and is an opportunity to acknowledge their 

own grief while remembering that person 

who has died along the way.”

Those interested in participating in this 

year’s Grief Walk can RSVP to mary@

cgcmaine.org, but it is not necessary to do 

so. The event will kick off  at the back of 

the Cape Elizabeth UMC parking lot, 280 

Ocean House Road (Route 77) in Cape 

Elizabeth.

Activities will take place in the church’s 

Outdoor Chapel and in Robinson Woods.

Vehicle stolen from driveway
Reported by Debbie Butterworth

Scam alert bulletin board
By Jessica D. Simpson

Children and Family Grief Walk 
to be held on August 9
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Looking for a high quality, reliable landscaping company? 
Please reach out to book our services today.

Now booking: Spring cleanups, mulching, new garden & patio installations

207-749-9468 • capelandscapes@yahoo.com

N E W S

cal year. Additionally, Gorrill Palmer, an 

engineering consulting company, has start-

ed their pavement condition analysis report 

of town roads. 

Item # 76-2025 Acknowledgement of 
Receipt of Annual Spurwink Rod & Gun 
Club Range Inspection

Police Chief Fenton and Code Enforce-

ment Offi  cer Ben McDougal conducted an 

annual inspection on June 24 at the Spur-

wink Rod & Gun Club. No concerns were 

found at the property by either Chief Fenton 

or McDougal.

Councilor Sahrbeck said he “appreciates 

all they’ve done at the Rod & Gun club to 

be in compliance.” The council voted unani-

mously to approve acknowledgement of re-

ceipt of the annual report.  

Item # 78-2025 LD 2003
Councilor Harriman made the motion to 

adopt the amendments to LD2003 and ad-

justing the maximum accessory dwelling 

unit (ADU) size to 1,200 square feet. After 

Councilor Sahrbeck seconded the motion, 

Councilor Anderson proposed an amend-

ment to strike language in the amendments 

that align ownership of the primary resi-

dence and an ADU on the same property to 

be “in compliance with the requirements of 

the Maine Condominium Act.” The motion 

had a vote of 2-5 with Councilors Anderson 

and Thompson voted in favor.

Councilor Thompson off ered a second 

amendment that would adjust the maximum 

size of an ADU from 1,200 square feet to 

1,100 square feet. That motion also failed 

with Councilors Anderson and Thompson 

and Chair Jordan having voted in favor. 

The original motion as presented was 

approved by the council with a vote of 5-2, 

with Councilors Anderson and Thompson 

having voted against the motion. 

The LD2003 amendments were referred 

to the Planning Board by the Town Coun-

cil in December of 2024. A public hearing 

was held by the Planning Board and the 

Board voted to recommend amendments 

back to the Town Council in January 2025. 

A workshop was held by the Town Council 

in February 2025 and amendments were 

presented along with another public hearing 

in March 2025. An additional workshop on 

the amendments was held before the regu-

lar Town Council meeting on July 14, 2025. 

The amendments voted on in the regular 

Council meeting were the supplemental 

LD2003 amendments as presented in the 

January 2025 packet. 

Item # 79-2025 Contract Zoning
Councilor Harriman shared that the or-

dinance committee held a meeting a few 

weeks prior where they had voted 3-0 to rec-

ommend that the Town Council not adopt 

contract zoning amendments as presented. 

Councilor Sahrbeck said that he was 

“more comfortable not adopting it at all” 

compared to tabling the motion indefi nitely 

as suggested as an option by Town Manager 

Fox. Sahrbeck added that since there was 

no enforcement mechanism in the amend-

ments’ language, he did not think “it’s ready 

for prime time as it’s written.” Multiple 

councilors agreed with Sahrbeck. 

The council unanimously voted to not 

adopt the contract zoning amendments. 

Item # 80-2025 DEI Committee Ordi-
nance Change

The Ordinance Committee reviewed 

amendments to the DEI Committee’s charge 

as requested by members of that commit-

tee. The DEI Committee is requesting that 

the name of the committee be changed to 

“Accessibility and Inclusion Committee” to 

align with other boards and committees as 

an advisory role to the Town Council. The 

Council voted unanimously to schedule a 

public hearing on August 11, 2025 related to 

the recommendations. 

Item # 81-2025 Approval of FY25 Car-
ryforward Balances

Councilor Scifres shared that the proce-

dure to approve carryforward balances is 

“done every year,” and means that projects 

that were budgeted for fi scal year 2025 will 

be carried into fi scal year 2026. The total 

balance is $60,541.47 and is being carried 

forward from fi ve diff erent departments. 

Town Manager Fox off ered his thanks to 

all town departments for “looking at every-

thing they could” to put in the unassigned 

fund balance as it helps in the future when 

looking at tough budget decisions or emer-

gencies. 

Item # 82-2025 Council Goals Update
Fox shared that while “things feel like 

they move slow at times” some progress 

has been made as it relates to council goals. 

Chair Jordan and other councilors shared 

that the report and its format were “great” 

and a future workshop would be benefi cial.

A workshop on Town Council Goals and 

their updates will be held before the regular 

scheduled Town Council meeting in August. 

Public Comment on Items Not on the 
Agenda

Andy Patton shared a few comments 

and insight with the council including that 

he believes it’s a “public safety issue” that 

there is no cell phone service at Crescent 

Beach. Patton also said it would be helpful 

to the public to hear any updates from the 

Town Assessor regarding tax bill concerns 

as well as “bigger items such as the Pay and 

Display parking, excise taxes, building per-

mits” and others that go to the unassigned 

fund balances, adding that “every little bit 

helps.”

connect with each other.  Another member, 

Tana Leonhart and I decided to create an 

email list for people to set-up tennis play.”

They eventually set up regular tennis 

times to get together, three times weekly, 

and Ford said that with the help of Sarah 

Laduzenski last year, they started an an-

nual Cape Elizabeth doubles tennis tourna-

ment.

“Thanks to Nick Bevins, we added a 

Round Robin doubles tournament this sum-

mer which will defi nitely become another 

yearly event.  It has been amazing connect-

ing with this group of tennis enthusiasts.  

Players vary in age [from] early 20s to early 

80s and level of play, [from] beginner to 

lifelong players and everyone nurtures the 

tennis skills of others.  As a beginner a few 

years ago, I was grateful for the encour-

agement and guidance I received from the 

more experienced players,” Ford said.  

Schuman said, “What makes this group 

unique isn’t just its size, but its spirit. Play-

ers of all ages, backgrounds and skill lev-

els rally together. Many met through the 

Cape Community Services Adult Match-

play classes led by Niamh Colpitts, and 

the courts have since become a hub for 

friendship, fun and competition. USTA 

teams have blossomed from the group, new 

friendships are forged every season, end-

of-year parties have become a tradition, and 

even community-wide tournaments have 

taken root—with proceeds going to support 

youth tennis.”

Lauren Schuman said, “Recently, the 

community organized to advocate for 

much-needed improvements to the CEHS 

courts—addressing cracks, enhancing the 

grounds, and, thanks to the dedication of 

member Jon Courtney, building and install-

ing a practice wall that’s already proving 

invaluable for players of all skill levels.

Together, this grassroots initiative cap-

tures how local passion, collaboration, and 

a love for tennis are making Cape a better 

place to live—and play.”

Ford said the best way to get involved 

would be to reach out to at zannahjoy@

gmail.com to be added to the email list.  

“Emails are sent out on a regular basis to 

inform people of tennis activities and for 

people to reach out to one another when-

ever they are looking for someone to play 

with.  Other ways to support would be to 

continue supporting the Cape Community 

Services program and tennis programs for 

local youth,” she said.

Schuman said there is a need, however.  

She said, “The Cape courts are in rough 

shape. They’ve got a lot of cracks, dead 

spots and nets that are not in good shape. 

It would be wonderful to work together to 

get these repaired. Fort Williams just fi n-

ished their courts which is great but there 

are only two of them so not big enough to 

support the group. Lights to play at night 

would be wonderful too and I’ve heard it’s 

been discussed but not sure where the issue 

stands.”

Ford agreed and said, “The tennis courts 

at the high school are in dire need of repair 

and we would love to see the town invest 

in reconditioning them.  One of our tennis 

members, Jon Courtney, has been a tireless 

advocate for improving the tennis courts. 

He recently accessed permission and fund-

ing for materials, and built and erected a 

tennis backboard for one of the courts in 

the high school. People both in the group 

and outside the group are thrilled with the 

addition of the backboard.  Jon’s enthusi-

asm and dedication to the local tennis com-

munity is unsurpassed.  He has a wonderful 

way of connecting with people and has in-

vited dozens of players into our group.  We 

would love to see the community leaders 

support the tennis play in Cape Elizabeth 

as well.  The two courts at Fort Williams 

were recently reconditioned and look great.  

With some of the courts at Fort Williams 

being converted to Pickleball courts, the 

courts at the high school are in even higher 

demand.”

Town Council
Continued from page 1_______________

Tennis
Continued from page 1_______________
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THGD specializes in fine gardening and landscape care, ensuring 
your garden thrives year-round. Our services include:
• Soil Testing with Amendment Recommendations –        
  Optimize plant health and growth
• Garden Design & Installation – Utilizing native plants for      
   sustainable, resilient landscapes
• Rejuvenation & Rehab Projects – Restore and enhance existing         
  gardens

Contact us to keep your garden 
looking its best.

207.807.7206
capedogwalking.com

BONDED + INSURED

Got a story 
to share? 
Email us!

editor@capecourier .com
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power of music to bring people together. 

“Community bands have been entertain-

ing our towns since before the Civil War,” 

said band president Bob Swerdlow, “and 

we are delighted to carry on that tradi-

tion - and what could be better than a free 

concert in the park on a beautiful Maine 

summer evening?” 

While the specifi c selections that will 

be played that evening are not yet de-

termined, the band’s repertoire includes 

Sousa marches, Gershwin’s “American 

in Paris,” medleys from Star Trek and 

sixties and eighties rock music, Seventy 

Six Trombones, “Indiana,” (a jazzy num-

ber played at the start of every Indianap-

olis 500), and others. The concert will 

last approximately one hour.

Cape Elizabeth has not been without 

its share of divisions recently. Consider 

coming and bringing your family to be 

with one another as a community in the 

unifying presence of music.

And if you are interested in learn-

ing more about the Maine Pops Band or 

might even consider joining us, see the 

band’s website or its YouTube channel for 

more information.

[Jeff rey Shedd, former principal of 

CEHS, plays alto sax in the band.]

Famous American and Mainer Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow described music 

as the “universal language of mankind.” 

In divisive times, according to Maria 

von Trapp, who experienced extreme di-

visiveness in Austria while raising her 

musical family,  “Music acts like a mag-

ic key to which the most tightly closed 

heart opens.” 

Cape Elizabeth families have the op-

portunity to come together as a com-

munity on the Village Green adjacent to 

the Town Hall to experience the power 

of music at a concert of the Maine Pops 

Concert Band on Wednesday, August 13 

at 7:00 p.m.

The concert is free (though donations 

are gratefully accepted to support the 

non-profi t band’s education-focused mis-

sion). 

Maine’s largest community band, the 

Maine Pops consists of over 100 musi-

cians, including music educators, teach-

ers, nurses, accountants, computer scien-

tists, pastors and many others, ranging in 

age from teens to 80s. Several Cape resi-

dents play in the band. The band’s mem-

bers love coming together as a communi-

ty to grow musically while sharing in the 

The Cape Elizabeth Education Foun-

dation (CEEF) is proud to announce the 

appointment of Mika Reynolds as its new 

Executive Director, eff ective August 1. A 

longtime advocate for educational excel-

lence in Cape Elizabeth, Mika brings a 

deep passion for public education, exten-

sive non-profi t experience, and a strong 

track record of community leadership to 

the role.

Mika has been a dedicated board 

member for several years serving most 

recently as CEEF’s Vice President and 

revitalizing both the Red Apple program 

and the CEEF Kitchen Tour.  Her ap-

pointment marks a new chapter for the 

organization as it continues to expand 

its impact on Cape Elizabeth schools 

through strategic grantmaking and com-

munity partnerships.

“Mika’s energy, vision and unwaver-

ing commitment to our mission make her 

the perfect choice to lead CEEF into its 

next phase,” said Board President Eliza 

Sandals. “She understands fi rsthand how 

important it is to support teachers, stu-

dents, and school leaders with resources 

that spark creativity, innovation and el-

evate learning.”

In her new role, Mika will oversee 

the foundation’s fundraising initiatives, 

grant programs, community engagement 

and daily operations.  She will work 

closely with school administration, edu-

cators and CEEF’s board to identify and 

fund projects that enrich Cape Elizabeth 

students’ academic experience and help 

them thrive.

“I’m honored and thrilled to step into 

this role,” said Mika. “CEEF has been a 

meaningful part of my life and our com-

munity’s schools for many years. I look 

forward to building on the foundation’s 

impactful work and collaborating with 

our dedicated board members, donors, 

and school staff  to ensure every student 

in Cape Elizabeth has access to extraor-

dinary learning opportunities.”

To learn more about CEEF’s mis-

sion, past grant recipients and upcoming 

events, please visit ceef.us.

Cape Elizabeth Bike Rodeo to be held 
on August 23

Concert on Cape Village Green 
will take place on August 13
By Jeff  Shedd

CEEF welcomes new Executive 
Director

Contributed photo

Mika Reynolds has been named the new Executive Director of the Cape Elizabeth Educa-
tion Foundation, eff ective August 1. Reynolds has been a dedicated CEEF board member 
for several years, serving most recently as CEEF’s Vice President. 

The Cape Elizabeth Police Depart-

ment, along with Cape Elizabeth Com-

munity Services, are hosting the Cape 

Elizabeth Bike Rodeo on Saturday, Au-

gust 23 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

The event will be held in the Cape 

Elizabeth Community Services parking 

lot and is geared for kids ages 4-10. Stop 

by for a free bike and helmet check, bike 

parade and simulated road safety course. 

For more information or questions, 

contact Offi  cer Darin Estes, darin.es-

tes@capeelizabeth.gov.



Page 6   •   The Cape Courier  Aug 6 - Aug 19, 2025Page 6   •   The Cape Courier  Aug 6 - Aug 19, 2025N E W S

The Experimental Aircraft Associa-

tion (EAA) Chapter 141 hosted  the  28th 

Annual Spurwink Farm International Fly 

- In and Pancake Breakfast on Saturday 

July 9  from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Spur-

wink Farm. It’s an event I have enjoyed 

since its beginnings. 

The EAA, Chapter 141, located in 

Limington host the “Annual Spurwink 

Farm International Fly - In and Pan-

cake Breakfast”  at the farm’s grass strip 

at Spurwink Farm. Spurwink Farm is 

owned by the Sprague Family who part-

ners with the EAA each year for this fun 

summer event. This was the 28th year the 

Fly-In has taken place. The EAA boasts 

this event has the best pancake breakfast 

in the northeast. Between 50-75 planes 

and helicopters fl y-in each year. 

Many of the planes arriving are modi-

fi ed or built from scratch. While others 

are antiques (military and civilian)  and 

EAA Chapter 141 hosts 28th Annual Spurwink Farm Fly-In and 
Pancake Breakfast
By Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

-see FLY-IN page 10

Contributed photo

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Pilots pictured with Stephen T. Lyons, a U.S. Marine veteran, 
at the Annual Spurwink Farm Fly-In and Pancake Breakfast.

Pancakes, sausage, juice and coff ee are always a hit at the Spurwink Farm Fly-In. 
Between 50-75 planes and helicopters fl y-in to the event each year. 

Contributed photo
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G L O B A L  T R A V E L P L U S

A couple of weeks ago, four U.S. Na-

val Academy training Yard Patrol (YP) 

crafts from Annapolis, Maryland, ar-

rived in Casco Bay as part of the Acad-

emy’s annual summer training cruise 

along the Eastern Seaboard.

“Ex Scientia Tridens” — “Through 

Knowledge, Sea Power” — is the offi-

cial motto of the U.S. Naval Academy 

(USNA). I had the distinct honor of serv-

ing as a guest speaker and local guide 

for the midshipmen during their visit to 

Cape Elizabeth, sharing insights into 

the area’s military and maritime history. 

This opportunity came about through a 

connection with my friend and retired 

U.S. Marine Corps Major David Cote.

As part of this memorable experience, 

I met with Lieutenant Commander Car-

son Hall, the ‘officer in tactical com-

mand’ of the four training vessels. We 

shared breakfast at C Salt Gourmet Mar-

ket in town, where I was struck by his 

professionalism, knowledge, and clear 

pride in both the U.S. Navy and the Na-

val Academy.

The Naval Academy is a prestigious 

institution known for its academic rig-

or and its mission to develop leaders 

of competence, character and compas-

sion. Upon graduation, midshipmen are 

commissioned as Ensigns in the Navy 

or Second Lieutenants in the Marine 

Corps. Also aboard the training ships 

were cadets from the U.S. Coast Guard 

Academy and international naval train-

ees, making for a truly diverse and col-

laborative crew.

LCDR Hall explained the purpose of 

the Yard Patrol Craft: to provide hands-

on seamanship and navigation training 

in a controlled, real-world environment. 

The program focuses on developing the 

skills of an Officer of the Deck, includ-

ing navigation proficiency and opera-

tional awareness.

After disembarking from their ships, 

the midshipmen boarded chartered bus-

es and visited Fort Williams, Portland 

Head Light and Two Lights State Park. 

There, they toured the remnants of the 

Cape Elizabeth Military Reservation 

and paid tribute to the fallen sailors of 

USS Eagle 56.

During their tour, the midshipmen 

explored Casco Bay’s deep military and 

maritime roots and learned about the re-

gion’s original Native American inhab-

itants. Many were surprised to discover 

that Maine is home to 65 lighthouses 

— seven of which were constructed to 

guide vessels through the often-treach-

erous waters of Casco Bay.

Speaking with the midshipmen, I was 

struck by their enthusiasm and sense of 

purpose. These young men and women, 

hailing from across the country, shared 

stories of their demanding training, 

unique experiences and the exciting 

paths ahead in naval service.

Following their formal visits, the mid-

shipmen enjoyed some well-earned lib-

erty in Portland’s Old Port. For many, it 

was their first time in Maine — but giv-

en the impression our state left on them, 

I suspect it won’t be their last.

U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen visit Cape Elizabeth

By Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen stand by the USS Eagle 56 War Memorial at Fort 
Williams.

Photo by Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

Photo by Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

Photo by Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen stand  by the High Head Lady Bird Johnson Garden 
at Two Lights State Park. 

U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen aboard four Yard Patrol Craft (YP) in Casco Bay for 
summer training.

Judy’s Pantry operates at the Cape Eliza-

beth Methodist Church on the second and 

fourth Tuesdays of each month from 3 – 

4:30 p.m. Prior registration is necessary. Re-

cent eligibility guidelines for visiting Judy’s 

Pantry have eased. Please contact Beth Ow-

ens: bethowens1@gmail. com. Please con-

sider a non-perishable donation to the IGA 

drop box.

Judy’s Pantry – a 
community feeding 
itself
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Reservations Requested 207-799-3134

40 Bowery Beach Road | Cape Elizabeth | InnbytheSea.com

At Inn by the Sea

Every Wednesday Through August 20 ~ 6pm
Chef pulls out all the stops with our traditional 
N.E. Clam Bake, complete with Atlantic views

Clambakes by theSea Join Derrick Daly  
at the Inn for

complimentary 
coastal garden tours

Thursday at 10am

Sample New England Buffet Clambake Menu Items:

Oysters | Crab Salad | Tuna Tartar | Chowder | Tomato & Burrata
Caesar Salad | Steamed Clams | BBQ Chicken | NY Striploin
Alewives Farm Lobster | BBQ Chicken | Shortcake

$150 per person  |  $80 ages 5-12  |  One lobster per person
Without lobster $115 adults | $45 ages 5-12 

      

The town of Cape Elizabeth, led by 

its Facilities Department and supported 

by the Energy Committee, has taken a 

bold step forward in climate leadership, 

implementing innovative solutions that 

replace aging systems, reduce our en-

vironmental footprint, save energy, and 

position Cape Elizabeth as a model for 

other communities.

Thanks to the town’s ongoing eff orts 

to develop a climate action plan and its 

subsequent membership in the state’s 

Community Resilience Partnership, 

Cape recently secured two competitive 

climate action grants focused on replac-

ing outdated systems with cleaner, more 

effi  cient solutions.

One grant award allowed the town to 

replace aging lighting systems at Town 

Hall, the Police Department, and the Fire 

Department with high-effi  ciency LED 

lighting, improving energy performance 

while reducing operating costs. Another 

award helped the town to reduce reliance 

on oil by adding modern, effi  cient heat 

pumps to every classroom in the Com-

munity Services building, delivering 

year-round clean and cost-eff ective heat-

ing and cooling. 

The Facilities Department also re-

cently replaced aging vehicles with two 

fully electric models, dramatically re-

ducing emissions and fuel costs. This 

shift, along with the installation of four 

EV chargers at Fort Williams and Com-

munity Services in 2023, demonstrates 

the town’s commitment to cleaner trans-

portation and long-term sustainability.

Finally, all daily-use cleaning chemi-

cals in both town and school facilities 

are now Green Seal Certifi ed, the high-

est industry standard for health and envi-

ronmental safety. This ensures safe and 

healthy spaces for students, staff , and 

residents, while eliminating the environ-

mental impact of older, harsher chemical 

products.

This is just the beginning. The climate 

action planning process is nearing its 

completion, and additional grant applica-

tions are in the works to further replace 

outdated systems and improve effi  ciency 

across our buildings and operations.  

After fi rst holding a public hearing on the 

issue, and then deferring on the question in 

order to gather more information, the Maine 

Ethics Commission has announced that it 

will not investigate a complaint against Cape 

Elizabeth School Department.

An ethics complaint had been fi led against 

the CESD and Superintendent Chris Record, 

by Larry Benoit and Mary Ann Lynch in con-

nection with the purchase of advertisements 

explaining the proposal behind a school bond 

referendum question, and CESD’s position, 

before it was voted on in November 2024.

With the commission’s decision not to 

investigate CESD, Maine Ethics Commis-

sion Chairman William J. Schneider said, “I 

found the ads to be more informational than 

engaging in advocacy, so I don’t need to 

reach the question of whether a municipality 

is included in the defi nition of a person.”

Dr. Record has said that the CESD has a 

right to spend funds for school purposes, and 

that as a school district they believe it is fun-

damentally important to inform the citizens 

of Cape Elizabeth of the needs of the schools 

and the costs before they consider voting on 

a project.  Record also said that Maine state 

law “expressly authorizes” school depart-

ments to encourage citizens to vote.

This Hyundai Ioniq EV represents one step in the path towards further notifi cation of 
Cape Elizabeth’s municipal vehicle fl eet.

Contributed photo

Town of Cape Elizabeth benefi ts 
from climate action
By Sam Milton

Maine Ethics Commission will not 
investigate CESD
By Kevin St. Jarre

Brooklyn Glaser, who just completed 5th grade at Cape Elizabeth Middle School, is pic-
tured donating a contribution to the Make-A-Wish Foundation on July 15. In Jewish families, 
when a child turns four and starts Sunday School, they make a Tzedakah Box. Tzedakah 
boxes teach children the importance of the mitzvah, or commandment, of giving. Brooklyn’s 
gift to the Make-A-Wish Foundation came from her Tzedakah Box.

Caper donates to Make-A-Wish

Contributed photo
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pvesc.com | 207-878-3121
739 Warren Ave.

Portland
2255 Congress St.

Portland

Portland Veterinary Emergency and Specialty Care

We provide expert specialty and emergency care
for your pet — and peace of mind for you.

Dr. Marta Agrodnia
DVM, DACVS-SAEMERGENCY COVERAGE AT WARREN AVENUE LOCATION

ened those spaces, “It was actually meant to 

narrow the travel lanes.  The travel speed con-

cerns…if you narrow a travel lane, from 12 or 

14 feet to 11 feet, it creates that visual percep-

tion that it’s a narrower, busier section of road 

regardless of whether cars are parked there or 

not.  White paint alone is only going to lower 

speeds by 2 or 3 miles per hour, but our very 

preliminary data from just one speed sign 

that’s down there, does show that the striping 

lowered speeds.”

Fox also said that according to the Cape 

Elizabeth police, that parking violations with 

the new striping have been rare.  Fox said 

there are times when there are not many cars, 

what he called “next to nothing,” and other 

times when there are “2- or 3-hour periods, 

lots of times, where there are 50 or more ve-

hicles.”

Councilor Tim Thompson said that he 

recognizes safety is a primary concern, and 

that he is aware that “the quality of life in 

your neighborhoods has changed, and I think 

that we, as a Council, need to consider that as 

well.”  He went on to say that he understands 

the frustrations of residents, and the enforce-

ment should be looked into, to “see how we 

can enforce some of the things we’re trying 

to do.”

Thompson said that he personally went 

down onto Sea View Road, to an area where 

only Cape residents can park, and he found 

six parked cars, and fi ve of them did not have 

the required Cape Elizabeth resident sticker. 

“If there is anything we can possibly do, from 

an enforcement standpoint” he’d like that 

looked into, Thompson said.  

Councilor Stephanie Anderson said, “I 

also agree that we have to look at the conges-

tion and the impact that that has on the quality 

of life of the people who live in that neighbor-

hood. She said she was in favor of not only 

limiting parking on Shore Road, but also “on 

the side streets adjacent to Shore Road, to 

have resident parking only, seasonally. That 

was what we came up with 15 months ago.”  

Town Manager Fox said that with consen-

sus of the Council, he could work with Police 

Chief Paul Fenton to place Emergency No 

Parking signs to improve sightlines.  He also 

said that he could have the no parking spaces 

extended by measuring from a “new measur-

ing point,” meaning a diff erently calculated 

point from which to measure than was used 

initially, to bring those spaces into compli-

ance with existing Cape Elizabeth parking 

ordinances.  

After the Town Council’s discussion, Chair 

Jordan invited members of the public to com-

ment, saying the Council “would love to hear 

from you.”  

Several members of the public rose to 

share their concerns, and fi rst to speak was 

Cynthia Troiano, who brought with her a peti-

tion she circulated, signed by more than 250 

residents of Cape Elizabeth voicing their sup-

port for changes on the issues.

Troiano said she video-recorded Shore 

Road for 45 minutes, and saw drivers mak-

ing U-turns, ostensibly to gain a parking 

spot to access the beach.  She said that one 

driver even “drove onto the sidewalk.”  She 

said people crossed the road without using the 

crosswalk that was “just steps away.”  

Troiano said cyclists “were squeezed be-

tween parked cars, buses and nonstop traffi  c 

and it was absolute chaos.”  She said local 

residents have witnessed people changing 

and “naked in front of their homes, cutting 

through their yards, and picking vegetables 

and produce from their gardens.”

She said she walked from Shore Road 

down onto Sea View Road, and not a single 

parked car had the required resident sticker.  

Troiano said that the new parking lines have 

made Shore Road less safe, forcing residents 

to inch out into Shore Road, attempting to 

see around parked cars, as they enter traffi  c.  

“This makes no sense,” Troiano said.

She said that limiting parking to one side 

of Shore Road will not solve the problem, and 

that the only way to fi x the problem is to ban 

all parking on Shore Road from May to Oc-

tober, and that adjacent side streets must be 

resident parking only “to prevent the problem 

from coming into our neighborhoods.”  

Much of what Troiano said was echoed by 

several residents who spoke after she did, re-

counting their own experiences of having to 

inch their way into Shore Road in order to see 

if there is oncoming traffi  c, because parked 

cars were blocking their view.

Other points made included the number 

of beaches in neighboring towns which have 

parking restrictions, with one resident point-

ing out that at South Portland’s Willard Beach, 

there are stretches of road where parking is 

completely banned.  

Councilor Harriman called on the residents 

from the impacted neighborhoods to submit 

their feedback on parking on Shore Road and 

the side streets. “We need solutions, and we 

need to hear from you,” Harriman said.

Councilor Anderson also requested pub-

lic feedback: “We have our work cut out for 

us. Hard policy decisions lie ahead. We need 

input from those directly aff ected. Every deci-

sion comes with ripple eff ects – what implica-

tions are you willing to tolerate? Should there 

be parking on only one side of Shore Road? 

No parking at all? How would that impact lo-

cal businesses? Should resident-only parking 

be allowed on your side street? If so, how far 

up? Year-round or seasonal? What about visi-

tors and vendors? And how would we enforce 

these rules?”

At the conclusion of the workshop, asked 

for confi rmation, the Council agreed that 

there was Council consensus to:

-Have the “no parking spaces” remeasured, 

extended and painted to comply with existing 

town ordinances regarding setbacks from in-

tersections, crosswalks and driveways.

-Have the Town Manager and Chief of 

Police add Emergency No Parking signs in 

addition to and beyond the marked “no park-

ing spaces” to ensure that the sightlines are 

clear and motorists and cyclists can see well 

enough to enter Shore Road safely from side 

streets and driveways.

In the two weeks since consensus was 

reached by the Town Council to take these 

actions, motorists will now fi nd that addi-

tional lines have been painted at the corners, 

preventing people from parking within the 

setbacks set out in town ordinances.  

Capetoons: Title: How I spent...
By Jeff  Mandell

Shore Road
Continued from page 1_______________
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Help bring your lawn 
to life with all-natural 
treatments that keep 
you, your family, and 

furry friends safe.

207-883-4170

info@watermaticirrigation.com

www.watermaticinc.com

come from a variety of aviation and aero-

nautics designs. An added bonus of the 

event is walking the barn and visiting the 

horses. 

The EAA is an international organi-

zation of aviation enthusiasts based in 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Since its inception, 

it has grown internationally with over 

200,000 members and nearly 1,000 chap-

ters worldwide. The EAA hosts the larg-

est aviation gathering of its kind in the 

world in Oshkosh, Wisconsin and has a 

large following. It works closely with the 

EAA Aviation Museum located beside 

EAA Headquarters. The EAA Museum 

displays more than 200 experimental 

aircraft, antiques, classics, warbirds and 

20,000 artifacts of historic interest.  

The event started  in 1984 when a 

group of EAA members fl ew in to cel-

ebrate one of Cape Elizabeth’s well 

known and respected resident’s birth-

day, Phineas Sprague. It was such a great 

time and event that the EAA and Sprague 

Family decided to make the fl y - in an an-

nual event for the EAA to raise money for 

student scholarships and promote avia-

tion. Bunk said the event is a celebration 

for both aviation and pancake lovers. The 

annual event provides great camaraderie  

with fellow pilots. 

One of the EAA public outreach pro-

grams is the Young Eagles Program.  The 

programs is designed to give children 

ages 8-17 the opportunity to experience 

fl ight. The EAA Young Eagles Program 

provides a meaningful fl ight experience 

free of charge to these youth.  It is hoped 

through this experience young people 

will be inspired to continue a path of 

aviation or aeronautics. According to one 

EAA website, as of July 11, 2022 the total 

“Young Eagles” fl own is  2,263,918.

The event is free and is a great way 

to enjoy breakfast and enjoy seeing the 

planes fl y-in. Great thanks to the “Ex-

perimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 

Chapter 141 and the Sprague Family for 

making this annual event possible for all 

to enjoy.  

Fly-In
Continued from page 6_______________

Once  again, Tri for a Cure athletes 

cycled Cape Elizabeth, Scarbrough and 

South Portland. 

This annual event starts at Spring 

Point Ledge Lighthouse,South Port-

land,  and ends on the campus of South 

Maine Community College. USATriath-

lon-sanctioned, the triathlon consists 

of a 1/3-mile swim, a 15-mile bike ride, 

and a 3-mile run. The course is second 

Tri for a Cure athletes cruise 
through Cape Elizabeth
By Stephen T. Lyons (Garda)

to none, traversing the scenic coastline 

of Cape Elizabeth, South Portland and 

Scarbrough.  

Tri for a Cure is, by far, Maine’s larg-

est cancer fundraising event. With over 

1,300 participants this year, 21 from Cape 

Elizabeth, a record breaking $2,164,357 

million dollars was raised for the Maine 

Cancer Foundation. 

Erin (Lyons) Miller, Cape Elizabeth High School Class of 2013, cycles through Southern 
Maine Community College as part of this year’s Tri For A Cure.

Contributed photo

Dean’s list 
announcements

The following students were named to 

the dean’s list for the spring 2025 semes-

ter at Tufts University in Medford, Mas-

sachusetts:  

Sara Levenson, Class of 2028

Vaughn Lindenau, Class of 2026

Tucker Livingston, Class of 2026

Nate Mullen was named to the dean’s 

list for the spring 2025 semester at Roger 

Williams University in Bristol, Rhode 

Island. 

Dana Schwartz was named to the 

dean’s list for the spring 2025 semester at 

Hamilton College in Clinton, New York. 

Erin A. Volent was named to the 

dean’s list for the spring 2025 semester 

at Clark University in Worcester, Mas-

sachusetts.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL THE 2025 

BEACH TO BEACON 
RUNNERS.

CHECK OUT OUR NEXT 
ISSUE FOR FULL COVERAGE.
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Thank you tour-goers, your participation helped make the 12th Cape Elizabeth Garden Tour a success!

THANK YOU to our sponsors and advertisers

EVENT SPONSORS: Gnome Landscapes, Maine Home+Design, Town & Shore Real Estate, Woodin & Company

AND TO OUR...

HOMEOWNERS: A very special thank you to all
the generous homeowners that opened their

properties for a day of exploring.

VOLUNTEERS: Thank you to our amazing,
tireless and dedicated volunteers. Without you,

this event would not have been possible!

GARDEN SPONSORS Piper Shores, Portside McFarlane Field Associates ADVERTISERS Bartlett Tree, Cape Landscapes,
Davey Tree, Eagle Point Companies, Gnome Landscapes, LeBlanc Jones Landscape Architects, Maine Comprehensive Pain

Management, Maine Hardware, Maine Home+Design, Mitchell & Associates, Piper Shores, Portside McFarlane Field
Associates, Skillins Greenhouse, Tammaro Landscaping, Town and Shore Real Estate, Veterinary and Rehabilitation Center

of Cape Elizabeth, Wild Maine, Woodin & Company

rticipation helped make the 12th Cape Eliz

THANK YOU to our sponsors and advertisers

Nick Cassidy attended Cape Elizabeth 

High School, where he says participating in 

the theater program developed his passion for 

acting, which led to fi lmmaking.  “Childish 

Things,” the latest indie feature from Nick 

and Cash Cassidy, enjoyed exceptional recep-

tion from festival audiences in California and 

Vermont. The Vacationland Film Festival in 

Biddeford also selected the fi lm to kick off  

its 2025 festival, naming “Childish Things” 

the opening night feature, as part of a larger 

upcoming set of theatrical screenings in the 

state. The Los Angeles premiere on July 13 

sold out in just fi ve days.

Shot on an actual road-trip from Maine 

to California, “Childish Things” follows a 

30-year-old amateur musician who, facing 

pressure from his girlfriend to propose, em-

barks on a cross-country drive to sell his be-

loved blue tour bus.

For the fi lmmakers, who hail from South 

Portland and Cape Elizabeth, the production 

of “Childish Things” was a labor of love. With 

a four-fi gure budget and a three-person crew, 

including themselves, the Cassidy brothers 

defi ed conventional norms to bring their vi-

sion to life. “Working with actors is my fa-

vorite part of fi lmmaking, and improvising 

all the dialogue made this process even more 

rewarding. Giving our cast the freedom to ex-

plore and follow their instincts is what makes 

the performances feel so real and alive,” said 

director Nick Cassidy.

“The bus we shot in belongs to my buddy 

Tyler, our only crew member. We borrowed 

our sound gear and lights from the University 

of Southern Maine, and we cast friends and 

family in almost every role. This is as grass-

roots as moviemaking gets,” said producer 

Cash Cassidy.

When asked if there was any advice for 

CEHS theater students, Nick Cassidy said, 

“First off , I want to acknowledge my time in 

the Cape Elizabeth theater program under the 

direction of the incomparable and beloved Mr. 

Richard Mullen. My two years in his class and 

in his productions were the highlight of my 

high school experience, and I miss him dear-

ly.  As for advice to current theater students: 

start creating your own work—whether that’s 

plays, skits, short fi lms, or anything else that 

excites you. For years, I was laser-focused 

on becoming an actor and didn’t give myself 

permission to explore other forms of story-

telling. But when I fi nally started making my 

own movies, a whole new world opened up. 

Learning all sides of the creative process only 

deepens your understanding of performance 

and can lead to fuller, richer work. You might 

even discover a new passion, like I did with 

directing.”

He also said they would love to see CEHS 

theater students at one of the screenings. “As 

an independent production company, com-

munity means everything to us—and we’d be 

thrilled to say hi and meet the next generation 

of actors and creators,” Nick Cassidy said.

Cash Cassidy gave this advice, “You can 

take yourself seriously. I don’t mean to lose 

your sense of humor, but if you love what 

you’re doing in the theater program, and if 

you think you’re pretty good at it, pursue it. 

You don’t have to resign yourself to ‘realistic 

expectations.’ If you give it an honest shot, the 

worst-case scenario is you become a more in-

teresting person.”

Asked what were the most challenging and 

most rewarding parts of making “Childish 

Things,” Cash Cassidy said, “The most chal-

lenging part of “Childish Things” was cast-

ing Julia. We needed to fi nd a woman who, 

beyond being a good fi t for the role, would 

be comfortable hopping aboard a bus with 

three guys she just met and traveling across 

the country to shoot a fi lm without a script. 

We actually delayed our shoot three weeks 

when we hadn’t yet found a Julia, and were 

talking about rewrites when it was seeming 

impossible. But then a friend of a friend sent 

Guinevere Berthelot’s Instagram profi le to 

Nick. She auditioned, and that was that.

The most rewarding part of “Childish 

Things,” beyond the part after our screen-

ings when I get to hear all the love for our 

movie and just how talented I am, was this 

one morning of the shoot outside of Vegas. 

We woke up the morning before outside of 

Rock Springs, Wyoming. We fi rst drove to 

Salt Lake City to shoot there, then drove to 

Vegas for more shooting. Our big scene there 

took us from about midnight to 4 a.m., then 

we kept shooting to get Vegas-night and sun-

rise shots. Nick was falling asleep at the wheel 

after about 15 minutes of driving out of Vegas 

and had to pull over. He went to sleep, but I 

was wired. After a ~26-hour stint of shoot-

ing, I started doing sprints up and down the 

desert road and wrote a rap verse, it wasn’t 

Local fi lmmakers return with new road-trip comedy-drama
By Kevin St. Jarre

-see MOVIE page 15 Poster of “Childish Things,” the latest indie feature from Nick and Cash Cassidy.

Poster designed by Benny Genard
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August 7 Closure
The library will be closed on Thursday, 

August 7 so that staff  may attend the town’s 

annual Employee Appreciation Day.

Library Adopts New Strategic Plan
Developing a Strategic Plan has been a 

goal for the Thomas Memorial Library and 

the Thomas Memorial Library Committee 

since the library reopened in its renovated 

space in 2016.  After a few stops and starts–

and the interruption of the COVID-19 pan-

demic–the process fi nally got underway in 

earnest in the spring of 2024 with the hiring 

of consultant Will Plumley. A Strategic Plan-

ning Working Group was formed consisting 

of members of the Thomas Memorial Library 

Committee, the Thomas Memorial Library 

Foundation and Thomas Memorial Library 

staff . The work began in earnest in Septem-

ber of 2024 with community feedback about 

the library in the form of a survey and a com-

munity conversation. The Strategic Planning 

working group used that feedback as a start-

ing point for embarking upon its work, meet-

ing monthly until April of 2025. 

The library’s Strategic Plan, which covers 

July 2025 through June 2030, was ratifi ed 

and adopted at last month’s TML Commit-

tee meeting. It clarifi es the library’s mission, 

vision, and values, and identifi es fi ve strate-

gic objectives to achieve during the next fi ve 

years, including welcoming people who may 

not currently use or feel comfortable in the 

library, providing opportunities for creative 

and playful activities for all ages, and a com-

mitment to sustainable solutions in library 

operations. Printed copies of the plan sum-

mary are available at the library. You can also 

fi nd detailed information, including a link to 

the complete plan, on the library’s website.

SPECIAL EVENTS

For Tweens & Teens
Venture Club

Every Wednesday from 2:45 - 4:30 p.m.

Venture Club is a teen-led board/card 

game and D&D club for teens 13 and up, 

with an emphasis on board games. We’ll 

try to play new games every week. No prior 

gaming experience is needed. Snacks will be 

provided. 

For Adults
Knitting Group
Mondays, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Bring your current project and join a lively 

group of knitters for coff ee, tea and conversa-

tion. No registration necessary.

Death Cafe
Tuesday, August 12, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Join us for this monthly discussion group 

facilitated by Davinica Nemtzow of Kaneel. 

At a Death Café people, often strangers, gath-

er to eat cake, drink tea and discuss death. 

The objective is “to increase awareness of 

death with a view to helping people make the 

most of their (fi nite) lives.”

A Death Café is a group directed discus-

sion of death with no agenda, objectives or 

themes. It is a discussion group rather than a 

grief support or counseling session. No reg-

istration is required, but if you’d like to be on 

the library’s mailing list for updates or can-

cellations, please fi ll out this form.

TML’s Death Café takes place on the fi rst 

Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. (re-

scheduled for August due to Town Employee 

Day on August 7). 

50 Ways to Love Your Plover: Learning 
About Maine’s Coastal Birds
Thursday, August 14, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Come meet Dr. Katie Burns, the Outreach 

Coordinator for Maine Audubon’s Coastal 

Birds Project. The Coastal Birds Project is an 

eff ort to monitor and conserve Maine’s en-

dangered shorebirds, namely Piping Plovers 

and Least Terns. Katie will be giving a pre-

sentation on Maine’s endangered shorebirds, 

with a large focus on Piping Plovers and their 

conservation. She will also provide educa-

tional materials for anyone who would like 

to learn more about how to help these tough 

little birds. 

For Children
Special Story Time: Dino Tea Party! 
Saturday, August 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Children’s Garden outside of the side door 

to the Children’s Room (rain plan - Com-

munity Room A&B) Children 0-5 and their 

caregivers are welcome to our shady fenced-

in garden outside of the children’s room. Dur-

ing the hour we will:

● Read a story or two with Sarah 

Gabrielson

● Search for dinosaurs in the garden

● Play with the new blocks and water 

table

● Dig for dinosaur bones in sand bins

● Drink juice and eat cookies (while sup-

plies last)

No registration necessary. Caregivers are 

required to stay with children.

My First Book Club 
Third Tuesdays of the month, August 19, 

3:30-4:15 p.m.

Join in My First Book Club for begin-

ning readers ages 6 - 8. Each month off ers 

a new program, so feel free to join in at any 

time. We’ll read together as a group and play 

some fun games. Every child will receive a 

free copy of the book to take home. Caregiv-

ers are asked to participate alongside their 

child. August’s Featured Book of the Month: 

“Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs Before Dark.” 

Registration Required.

Weekly Children’s  Programs
Messy Minis: Mondays, 10:30 a.m.

Let your imagination run wild and join 

us for Messy Minis time in the Community 

Room. Let’s color, cut, and paste together to 

make magic! For budding artists ages 2-5 or 

anyone who enjoys creative play.

Baby Storytime: Tuesdays, noon
This program is designed for infants and 

toddlers from birth - 18 months old and 

their caregivers. Join Family Engagement 

Assistant Sarah Gabrielson for 20 minutes 

of short stories, fi nger plays, rhymes, songs, 

and movements followed by free time to play 

and chat.

*Please note, capacity for this program is 

25 people. No prior registration required.

Toddler Story Time: Thursdays, 10:30 
a.m. 

This program is for children who are not 

ready for a traditional story time but who 

love to sing songs, move their bodies and 

listen to stories. This gentle introduction to 

the routines and props of story time is great 

for curious, wandering wigglers ages 1-3 and 

their caregivers.

Preschool Story Time: Fridays, 10:30 
a.m.

Join us in the Community Room for songs, 

stories and Belinda the Bear! Geared toward 

children ages 3-5 or anyone who enjoys lis-

tening to a solid two stories.

TML adopts new strategic plan, off ers program on plovers

Survivors and supporters held a rally in front of the library on July 15 to raise awareness 
of domestic abuse. That evening about 60 people attended a survivor-led panel discussion 
at the library.

Contributed photo

In 2008  Matt Weiss and Cyrus Wolfi nger were playing football at Cape Elizabeth High 
School. Weiss was a junior and Wolfi nger was a freshman. This year they were on the 
same team again at VT Wildcats, a naval aviation training squadron in Pensacola, Florida. 
Wolfi nger a Lieutenant and Naval Aviator is an instructor, Weiss an Ensign and a student 
qualifying as a Naval Flight Offi  cer. Pictured above, left to right: Ensign Matt Weiss and Lt. 
Cyrus Wolfi nger in front of their T6A training airplane.

Capers reunite in the Navy

Contributed photo
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Old School Electric  
Rick Romano

207-767-3866
(Be sure to leave a message)

Master Electrician (40+ years) 
No job to small • Quick response time 

 

Hire Bruce Balfour 
and start packing 

Bruce Balfour 831-0166    

�� Honesty 
�� Integrity 
�� Trust 
�� Dependability 
�� Neighborhood expertise 

295 Ocean House Road 
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107 

We are a concierge travel agency who specializes in 
designing custom itineraries around the world, 

tailored to your unique travel preferences. 
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Late July in Cape Elizabeth hums with 

quiet abundance. Birdsong drifts through 

marshes and shorelines—not the exuber-

ant chorus of spring, but a more contempla-

tive music. Juvenile calls mix with the re-

hearsals of late breeders, and the rhythms 

of migration begin to stir just beneath the 

surface. It’s a time when the landscape feels 

full and fl eeting, and when a watchful eye 

might glimpse seasonal transitions, perhaps 

a fl edgling tracing its fi rst fl ight path, a dow-

itcher probing the fl ats, or a wren bubbling 

into view. This is birding in Cape Elizabeth 

at summer’s height—warm, wild and qui-

etly expectant.

On July 19, a large gathering of Short-

billed Dowitchers caught my attention 

within the tidal wetlands  section of Sawyer 

Road. These plump shorebirds—wielding 

surprisingly long bills like sewing nee-

dles—rhythmically probe the mudfl ats for 

invertebrates with mesmerizing precision. 

Despite their name, their bills rival those of 

the Long-billed Dowitcher; the “short” is 

merely comparative. But it’s not just their 

feeding that fascinates—it’s their understat-

ed beauty and adaptability. Breeding adults 

wear a tapestry of orange, gold and brown. 

Juveniles, edged in golden hues, shimmer in 

shifting light. They nest in boreal wetlands 

and migrate in fl ocks, favoring saltwater 

marshes and coastal lagoons. Their soft “tu-

tu-tu” calls and elegant fl ight add a lyrical 

texture to northern bogs and our southern 

estuaries alike. Particularly intriguing is 

their molt strategy, referred to as molt mi-

gration. While many shorebirds molt before 

heading south, Short-billed Dowitchers de-

lay this process until reaching coastal win-

tering grounds. Spurwink Marsh serves as 

a critical stopover point for these long dis-

tance migrants, off ering sanctuary for rest 

and renewal.

Another bird I have enjoyed coming 

across on several occasions in late July along 

the Pond Cove Brook Corridor Section of 

Robinson Woods is the Spotted Sandpiper.  

A distinctive looking bird, they charm with 

spotted breeding plumage and a signature 

teetering gait—their tails bob with every 

step. Remarkably, females fl ip traditional 

roles: arriving fi rst, defending territories, 

and courting multiple males, who take on 

egg incubation and chick-rearing. This rare 

polyandrous behavior, seen in less than one 

percent of bird species, adds intrigue to 

their already whimsical presence. 

At dusk on July 20 I came across a Black-

crowned Night Heron along the banks of 

Pond Cove Brook Corridor section. Stocky, 

striking and secretive, these birds emerge 

when others fall silent. With dagger-like 

bills and piercing red eyes, they hunt under 

moonlight—expert predators of fi sh, am-

phibians and small mammals. Motionless 

for long stretches, they strike with lightning 

effi  ciency, embodying the stealth of the 

night.

One late afternoon in late July, my young-

est son and I skimmed along the fringes of 

Great Pond in our canoe. We listened for the 

bubbling eruptions of Marsh Wren song, as 

I was eager to catch a glimpse of this elusive 

vocalist. Cape Elizabeth hosts four wren 

species annually. The Marsh Wren, simi-

lar in stature to the House Wren, nestles 

between the larger Carolina Wren and the 

diminutive Winter Wren. Only the Carolina 

Wren weathers Maine’s harsh winters.

Tree Swallows darted above as a fl ick 

of motion drew my eye—there he was, tail 

cocked, feet splayed across a single bent 

reed like a tightrope walker. The cattails 

around us seemed spun just for him—hid-

den, but unmistakably present. And then, 

the song: a torrent of trills spilled with such 

fl ourish that it felt as if the pond itself had 

begun to sing. I wondered—was it meant for 

a mate? A warning to us? Or simply an exu-

berant declaration of self? Perhaps all three.

Yet for all his lyrical charm, the male 

Marsh Wren plays a ruthless game: pierc-

ing rival eggs with surgical precision. It’s a 

stark reminder that even the most melodic 

lives carry jagged edges. He builds not one 

nest, but many—some decoys, some invita-

tions—all stitched into the stalks with se-

cret purpose.

On a birding related note, I recently  en-

joyed reading an article in the Cornell Lab 

of Ornithology’s summer issue titled “Lis-

tening with Merlin Bird ID, I hear the Pat-

terns We Live By.” The author, Andrew J. 

Lewis, shares how the Merlin Bird ID app 

has transformed his birding experience – not 

just by aiding identifi cation, but by deepen-

ing his connection to nature, memory and 

self. The author’s refl ection on the Merlin 

Bird ID app is less about technology and 

more about belonging. Using the app not 

only helped him identify an elusive spar-

Birding in late July: Cape 
Elizabeth’s quiet abundance
By Brooks Bornhoff t

-see BIRDING REPORT page 14

August 9, 3:55 a.m.: Full Sturgeon Moon 

- as fi shy as it sounds! Native Americans 

named the moon this time of year for the 

once-ample supply of sturgeon in Lake 

Champlain and the Great Lakes. Maine is 

home to Atlantic and shortnose sturgeon, 

often spotted jumping in the Kennebec 

River. Sturgeon are “living fossils” since 

they have existed for over 200 million years. 

They are a protected species in Maine. 

Although the Perseid Meteor shower is 

active through August 23, its peak is August 

12/13. It is considered one of the “best” me-

teor showers for stargazers, producing up to 

60 shooting stars an hour! The Perseids are 

known for their bright displays, so despite 

the waning gibbous moon, you should still 

be able to catch some good ones.

We were delighted to fi nd a Polyphe-

mus moth (Antheraea Polyphemus) on our 

screen one morning. Related to the Luna 

moth, it is one of the largest moths in North 

America, with a wingspan up to six inches. 

The most unique markings on the tan to 

reddish-brown wings are the two promi-

nent purple and yellow eyespots. This de-

sign gave the moth its name, Polyphemus, 

the one-eyed cyclops mentioned in ancient 

Greek mythology. The large eyespots serve 

as a defense mechanism to startle, confuse 

or simply distract predators.  

Hard shell or soft shell? Lobsters must 

molt their exoskeleton to grow. Shedding is 

determined by water temperature, so we of-

ten catch soft shelled lobsters in the summer 

and fall. The lobster sheds its old shell about 

once a year, infl ating its body with water 

and hardening over a few months. Female 

lobsters need to shed their shells in order to 

reproduce. Despite being in this vulnerable, 

jelly-like state, the female has released pher-

omones in the water to seduce the male into 

a calmer disposition. She becomes his mate 

rather than his meal. Fun fact: Lobsters are 

serial monogamists and do not mate for life, 

despite what the character Phoebe from 

Friends says! 

August naturalist’s corner
By Erika Carlson Rhile

A Polyphemus moth. These nocturnal pollinators are related to Luna moths. This one 
measured 5’ wing to wing.

Contributed photo
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SERVICES
Cape Elizabeth Church

of the Nazarene
499 Ocean House Road (Route 77)

747-1113
www.capenazarene.org

Sunday School for all ages: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Celebration: 10:45 a.m.

Services streamed live or on demand:                  

watch.capenazarene.org 

Cape Elizabeth
United Methodist Church

280 Ocean House Road

799-8396
www.ceumc.org

Sanctuary Service: 10:30 a.m.

In-person Sunday services 10:30 a.m. For 

Zoom services, call 799-8396

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
29 Ocean House Road

799-4321
Sacrament Meeting:                                      

Sunday, 10 - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Primary: 11:10 a.m.-12 p.m.

The Church of the Second Chance
Greater Portland Christian School 

1338 Broadway, South Portland

641-3253
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Rise Church
1047 Congress Street, Portland

874-9779
https://www.riseportland.church

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School for children: 10:00 a.m.

Services streamed live on Facebook

Congregation Bet Ha’am
81 Westbrook St., South Portland

879-0028
www.bethaam.org

Worship: Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, 10:30 a.m.

Family Shabbat Services:

Second Friday, 6:00 p.m.

Hope Community Church
879 Sawyer Street South Portland

799-4565
www.hopesopo.com

www.facebook.com/hopesopo
Sunday Morning Worship at 10 a.m.

Kid’s Church for ages 4 through grade 5

Service videos available on our website

Promised Land World Reach Center
536 Cottage Road, South Portland

799-3152
Sunday Prayer & Intercession: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Family Bible Studies: Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Sermon recordings available to download

Redeemer Lutheran Church - LCMS
410 Main Street, Gorham 

839-7100
www.RedeemerMaine.org

Sunday Bible Class for all ages: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.

Services are in person and streamed on Face-

book and YouTube

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church
885 Shore Road

799-4014
www.stalbansmaine.org

Sunday Services:

Rite 1 with Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.

Rite 2 with Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.

Live Streaming on YouTube (stalbanschannel)

Children’s Programs 9:30 a.m.  

Celtic Eventide 5:30 p.m. 

Room for all

St Bartholomew Catholic Church
of Saint John Paul II Parish

8 Two Lights Road, 207-883-0334
Website: www.JP2me.org

Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.

Daily Mass: Mon. and Wed. 8 a.m.

Sacrament of Confession: Mon. 8:30-9 a.m.

Additional Mass times in Scarborough 
& South Portland listed on website

 

First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

301 Cottage Road, South Portland

799-3361

www.fccucc.org

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. in person and 

streamed on Facebook & YouTube

First Congregational Church 
of Scarborough

167 Black Point Road, Scarborough

883-2342

www.fccscarborough.com

Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School & Nursery Care

Ongoing each week
Al-Anon, 7 p.m. Fridays, First 

Congregational Church, 301 Cot-

tage Road, South Portland. Parking 

in rear.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 2 p.m. 

Saturdays, First Congregational 

Church, 301 Cottage Road, South 

Portland; 7 p.m. Wednesdays, St. 

Bartholomew Church; 7 p.m. Fri-

days, St. Alban’s Church.

Cape Elizabeth Historical Preser-

vation Society, Offi  ce: Thursdays 

9-noon and by appointment; Mu-

seums: Mondays and Thursdays, 

9-noon, Saturdays, 11-3; Fort Wil-

liams in the brick building closest 

to Shore Road.

Cape Elizabeth Lions Club, 6:39 

p.m., fi rst and third Tuesdays at the 

Bowery Beach Schoolhouse (except 

July and August), Two Lights Road

Cape Elizabeth Republican Town 

Committee, 6-8:30 p.m. second 

Tuesday of the month, Cape Eliza-

beth Community Center. Contact: 

ccrcme.com for Cape information.

South Portland/Cape Elizabeth 

Rotary Club, 6:15 p.m. Wednesdays 

at 107 Preble Hall, Southern Maine 

Community College, 2 Fort Road, 

South Portland. sp-ce-rotary.org.

Please see the town website, www.

capeelizabeth.com for meeting loca-

tions

Instructions for joining video con-
ference meetings listed below will be 
posted on the town website, www.
capeelizabeth.com.

Wednesday, August 6
Traffi  c Safety Working Group, 

Town Hall, 8 a.m.

Thursday, August 7
Recycling Committee, Public 

Works Building, 7 p.m.

Monday, August 11
School Board Policy Committee, 

Town Hall, 3 p.m.

Town Council Meeting, Town Hall, 

7 p.m.

Tuesday, August 12
School Board Business Meeting, 

Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Conservation Committee, Town 

Hall, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, August 13
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Committee, Thomas Memorial 

Library, 6 p.m.

Thursday, August 14
Privacy Advisory Committee, Town 

Hall, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, August 19
Planning Board, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

CAPE CALENDAR By Wendy Derzawiec

CABLE GUIDE CETV CHANNEL 1302
Subject to change. Please see cetv.capeelizabeth.org for latest program guide and 

video on demand.

Nothing scheduled

Invisible Fence of  
Southern Maine

800-585-2803
southernmaine.invisiblefence.com

©2018 Invisible Fence of Southern Maine. Invisible Fence® is a registered trademark of Invisible Fence, Inc. All rights reserved.

Keeping pets  
happy, healthy & 

 safe @ home™

Play Safe. Worry-Free. Lawn Renovation 
Tammaro Landscaping

539 Ocean House Road
Cape Elizabeth, ME

831-8535

Remove your old lawn and start from scratch
Call to schedule a lawn renovation estimate now!

row but awakened a deeper attunement 

to patterns—both ecological and person-

al. As Lewis adapted to life in a power 

wheelchair, Merlin became a bridge 

between him and the soundscape of na-

ture, transforming his limitations into 

moments of vivid connection. He coins 

the term “visceral technological kinetic 

fulfi llment” to describe this harmony 

between tool and user, emphasizing that 

birding is not just about visual records 

or rare sightings but about resonance, 

narrative, and joy. For Lewis, listening 

through Merlin is a way of continuing to 

inhabit the natural story—fully, mean-

ingfully and with soul.

Birding report
Continued from page 13______________
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 BUSINESSES/SERVICES

 MUSIC LESSONS

Flute lessons: For beginners and in-
termediates of all ages. Call Kris: 
767-3712. 

Piano, Voice, Guitar, Ukulele lessons 
for all ages. Beginner through interme-
diate. Carey Rasco: 232-7015

Piano Lessons. All ages, all levels. Call 
Ora: 207-899-3014

Drum Lessons: Any age/level. Flow 
technique, reading not required. Frank, 
603.285.3032.

EXTREMELY CLEAN - Deep 
Cleaning Services. The Way Cleaning 
Should Be! References/Insured
25+years of experiences
Luz Carpenter - 207-329-3757

Member SIPC

Jacki Farrell
Financial Advisor
343 Ocean House Rd
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107
207-767-4263

Are you invested properly? Contact me for a 
complimentary portfolio review.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Georgia Ann Hurtubise 

OBITUARIES

Georgia Ann (Wilson) Hurtubise
passed away peacefully on July 10, 2025. 

Georgia lived in Cape Elizabeth with her 

husband, Gordon. Georgia and Gordon’s 

children, Ashleigh Hurtubise-Bill of Scar-

borough and Adam Hurtubise of Scar-

borough, and grandchildren Dahlia Bill, 

Haleigh Hurtubise, and Adam Hurtibise, 

mourn the death of their beloved mother and 

grandmother and are joined in this mourn-

ing by Georgia’s siblings, nieces, nephews, 

cousins, and close friends.

Georgia is predeceased by her mother 

and father Adam Winslow Wilson II and 

Helen Landberg Wilson, and her precious 

brother Adam Winslow Wilson III.

Georgia was born in Portland, Maine 

on August 7, 1943. She was the fi rst born 

child of Adam Winslow Wilson and Helen 

Landberg Wilson. Named after her beloved 

grandfather George Wilson, her parents, 

and the love of all four grandparents, in-

stilled a strong commitment to family and 

hard work. Being born during World War II 

from humble beginnings shaped who Geor-

gia became. She spent her formative years 

with her brother Adam, thick as thieves, 

roaming and working in her grandfather’s 

hog and dairy farm. Soon her family grew 

and Georgia’s three sisters joined the fam-

ily. The family moved to the Morrills Cor-

ner area of Portland. Deborah (Galarneau), 

Gayle (DiFiore), and Abby Wilson were 

blessed to be the younger sisters of Georgia 

and are eternally grateful for the crucial role 

she played in their lives. She graduated from 

Deering High school and went to Northeast-

ern Business School. Georgia also attended 

Pierre’s Beauty School where she became a 

cosmetologist. Each place she went became 

a part of who Georgia was and the friend-

ships she made were lifelong integral parts 

of her identity.

In 1963, while on the stairs of Northeast-

ern Business School, she met the love of her 

life and the man who would set in motion a 

mythic story of love and adventure. In 1965 

Georgia was crowned Miss Maine. Her 

beauty and poise were undeniable. While 

remembering Georgia her good friend El-

eanor remarked that “the woman was Miss 

America and you would never even know it.” 

That is how Georgia was, she did so much 

all the time and made it look seamless and 

eff ortless.

Gordon and Georgia had a love that be-

gan on those stairs in 1963, but life truly 

began for Georgia with the births of her 

children Adam and Ashleigh. Georgia ex-

celled at motherhood. The pride she had for 

her children was unparalleled. Though she 

did so many things in her bold and beautiful 

life her greatest role was mother and grand-

mother.

Georgia had an uncanny ability to put, 

and hold, everything together for all the 

people in her life. She made life sparkle and 

believed that by sharing her sparkle others 

also felt free to shine their brightest. She 

was an organizer, a professional, a decora-

tor, a gardener, a chef, a philanthropist, an 

amazing daughter, sister, and friend, and 

importantly a mother to her kids and their 

friends. Georgia’s ability to care for others 

as if they were her own family was nothing 

short of magical.

Her home was a testament to her pro-

found love for all creatures great and small, 

especially her cherished cats, who were al-

ways by her side. She found immense joy 

and solace in nurturing the vibrant wildlife 

and diverse plants that fl ourished in her be-

loved yard. There was always a seat at the 

pool for you at Georgia’s.

Her steady and constant faith in God and 

unabashedly patriotic nature were core val-

ues of Georgia’s. While never boastful, she 

was certain in her beliefs and was silent but 

true to those values. Georgia gave tirelessly 

to help others through her generous philan-

thropy. Her unwavering support signifi cant-

ly benefi ted St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital, Shriners Hospitals for Children, 

and numerous animal welfare societies, 

leaving a lasting impact on countless lives.

Georgia was the love of Gordon’s life, 

his wife of 57 years, his closest friend, his 

home for every season. Their love was quiet 

and steady, the kind that doesn’t need grand 

gestures to be felt, just a glance, a hand 

held, a life built side by side. To him, she 

was everything. Her laughter, her strength, 

her unwavering love fi lled their days with 

meaning. Gordon didn’t know a world with-

out her and now that she’s gone, everything 

feels a little dimmer and a little bit quieter. 

But, even in this deep sorrow, her love re-

mains. It lingers in their children’s smiles, 

in the warmth of their grandchildren’s hugs, 

in every memory etched into the life they 

made together. She was his heart and she 

will always be.

Georgia is survived by her best friend 

and love of her life Gordon Hurtubise, her 

son Adam (and Carol Hurtubise), her lov-

ing daughter Ashleigh Hurtubise-Bill, her 

grandchildren, Haleigh, Dahlia, and Adam 

who meant the world to her, and the many 

friends and family members that surround-

ed her in life. You know who you are and 

you know how she loved you.

The loss of Georgia Ann is impossible to 

express in words. She would want nothing 

more than to be known for the love and faith 

she had for her loved ones, for her country, 

and for God. She wanted that love to be felt 

by all.

A funeral service and celebration of life  

was held on July 17. Memorial Donations 

may be made to Animal Refuge League of 

Greater Portland or Shriner’s Hospital in 

memory of Georgia Hurtubise.

good, because I was just so amped about what 

we had just shot. It was then that I knew we 

had a real movie on our hands. I didn’t sleep 

until California.”

Nick Cassidy added, “I’ll echo what Cash 

said about fi nding someone to play Julia—it 

was defi nitely one of the biggest challenges. 

But we were incredibly lucky to fi nd the won-

derfully talented Guinevere Berthelot. When 

she was sent our way, she didn’t have any act-

ing footage for us to watch, but just from look-

ing at her Instagram, I had a strong feeling her 

essence aligned with the character of Julia. 

Out of the 40-plus actors who were recom-

mended for the role, she was the only person 

we ended up auditioning—and she turned out 

to be a perfect fi t.

Shooting “Childish Things” was one of 

the best experiences of my life. It felt like a 

real adventure I got to share with friends and 

family, and the cherry on top is that we made 

a movie I’m genuinely proud of—something 

I’ll carry with me forever.”

This summer, Childish Things contin-

ues its run with screenings around its home 

state, beginning with the Maine premiere on 

August 2 at the Entertainment Cinemas in 

South Portland. Find additional screenings, 

the trailer, and more at www.cassidy.pictures/

childish-things.

Movie
Continued from page 11______________
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30 Trundy Rd. Shore Acres - $1,595,000

Step inside this custom built home set on a private 1/2 acre lot in this wonderful seaside neighborhood. This 
spacious home offers a flexible floor plan, with plenty of room to spread out. A great home for 

multi-generational living, entertaining, working from home and so much more. Features include a recently 
renovated kitchen with butlers pantry, 3 wood burning FPL's, hardwood floors throughout the main level, 7 

bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Great room, exercise room, home office and formal living and dining rooms. The lower 
level is perfect in-law or guest space. All this with a neighborhood beach, seasonal ocean views, deeded access 

to shoreline path, and greenbelt trails nearby. Contact Erin Grady for more information!

Bostwick & Company Real Estate Selling Cape Elizabeth 
for over 35 years!

Erin Grady 
207-650-4458 

Eringrady207@gmail.com

Elisabeth Bostwick 
207-415-1383 

Bostwickco@gmail.com

The Cape Elizabeth Garden Club has 

begun updating the plantings near the 

statue of Olympic Marathon winner Joan 

Benoit, located in front of the Thomas 

Memorial Library.

Rachel Davis, director of the library, 

had asked Jane Doyle, president of the 

local garden club, what could be done to 

improve the landscaping around the stat-

ue. Some of the plants were overgrown 

and at least partly hid the statue, cre-

ated by Cape Elizabeth resident Edward 

Materson (the Art of Edward Materson 

- Sculpture, Drawings and Paintings).

The original idea had been to prune 

the shrubbery. While some items were 

salvageable, the garden club members, 

with the approval of Davis, decided that 

the rugosa roses and forsythia should be 

removed. 

Rugosas are on the Maine invasive 

species list, although nurseries are still 

allowed to sell them, with conditions. 

These roses can only be sold if the nurs-

ery displays a sign that the roses not be 

planted near bodies of water because the 

fruit, which contains its seeds, can fall 

off  and fl oat to new locations, spreading 

the non-native plant.

The forsythia had never been prop-

erly pruned, but only sheared, and stood 

about 10 feet tall. In addition, forsythia 

has a short blooming period in early 

spring, and is not particularly attractive 

the rest of the year.

Members decided that the plants 

should be dug up and removed.

So far, the garden club has purchased 

and planted two ‘Pop Star’ hydrangea 

macrophylla, new introductions to the 

‘Endless Summer’ series.  Future garden 

renovation plans are to add additional 

shorter shrubs that fl ower earlier in the 

season.  The club also plans to plant some 

spring blooming bulbs later this fall.

In addition, members have shoveled 

out excess soil, which had created a 

mound above the nearby lawn and the 

brick patio where the statue is located.

People interested in information about 

the Garden Club should email: capeeliza-

bethgardenclub@gmail.com.

Cape Elizabeth Garden Club updating plantings in front of TML
By Tom Atwell

Above, some of the plantings the Cape Elizabeth Garden Club has been working on up-
dating near the statue of Olympic Marathon winner Joan Benoit, located in front of 
the Thomas Memorial Library.

Contributed photo

Matthew O’Donnell, who will be entering 6th grade at Cape Elizabeth Middle School 
this fall, is a Harry Potter superfan and recently drew the Slytherin house crest.

Drawn by Matthew O’Donnell

The “KID” Cour  er
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